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west from tho Sanh the mwih/ammor force mowed toward the border attempting to
make the enemy believe that his lines of communications in Laos were in danger,
and that he would be gttacked in his sanctuarye The enemy did not react to the
feint.

(1) On 15 April B/1=61 Inf (M) and G/1=77 Annor departed Khe Sanh for LZ
Sharon and LZ Nancy respectively. As the companies reached Ca Lu the columns
splite All inoperable vehicles were moved along Route 9 to Dong Hi and then
down Route 1 to their final destingtion while the remainder of the companies
moved through the newly opened Ba Long valley road. As B/1-61 Inf (M) and
C/1-77 Armmor departed Khe Sanh the two (2) 8 inch howitzers that had accompanied
TF 1-61 Inf (M) on its move to Khe Sanh were returned to Vandergrift Combat Basee

(m) On 19 April the 2d Troop, 7th ARVN Cav reinforced by the Recon Co, let
LRVN Regt moved from Camp Evans to Ca Lu. The following day the ARVN moved to Khe
Sanh and was placed under the operational control of TF Remagen. After arriving
at Khe Sanh the ARVN conducted search and clear operations north of the airfield
and then west toward the Laotian border .

(n) On 21 April A/1-77 Ammor reached Highway 926. After spending the night
astride the highway, A/1-77 Ammor returned to LZ Saigon while A/1-61 Inf" (M)
moved through the tank company, turned east on Highway 926 and conducted search
and clear operations near the Laotian Salient in the vicinity of ¥D885225,

(0) On the 23d the clements of TF Remagen that had been working alang Highway
926 began their move back to Khe Sanhe The last element returned to Khe Sanh on
2Ly April and the Task Force performed maintenance in preparation for its scheduled
move to LZ Sharon on 26 April.

(p) At 0330 hours on 25 April an estimated }VA battalion attacked the 2d
Troop, 7th ZRVE Cav which was located at XD812410 The attack started with a
r.oavy mortar barrage which lasted for about one hour (One mortar round landed

r.xaxr the FDC track of C/1-lj0 Arty killing the battery executive officer and whunds
xn¢ every man in the FDC)e Following the mortar fire the enemy attacked the ARVN
positioh using PGYg, small arms fire, automatic weapons fire, flamethrowers and
small satchel chargese 4t 0600 hours the enemy broke contact leaving behind 33
HVA KIAe A further search of the area resulted in the capture of ¥ AK-k7s, four
(4) BLO launchers, one (1) BYY launcher, two (2, IMBs, one (1) bangalore torpedo,
two (2) pole chargess 50 ChiOom grenades, 300 S.atchel charges and one (1) flame-

thrower. Friendly casualties were: eight (8 ARV hO ATWN WIA 1
Australian” pigsgon KIA, two (2) US o Eor ik 2’) US™KIA, "and hred )(3)

US WIAe. Threc (3) ARVN perecnnel carriers were destroyed and one (1) tank from
&/L=TT Armor was damaged.

’

(@) The move from Khe Sanh was postponed until 28 April to allow Task Force
Ramagen time to conduct a thorough search for the enemy. At 0300 hrs on the 28th
the enemy attacked once again. This time the main attack was directed against
Co A, 1st Bn, 61st Inf (M) which was located at XD3}5390, The company was alerted
just prior to the start of tha attack by a listeuing pest which sprang an ambush

CONF, ENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

AVBI=C - -
SUBJECT: Lfter Actiorr Report - Operation 1st In % Div (M) AOy
1 March 1969 - 22 April 1969,

on the enemy as thgy were moving into positlone The enemy attack was supported
by RPG, mortar, small amms and automatic weapons firee Throwing satchel charges
and using f£flams devices the enemy charged from the southwest but was umabls to
penetrate the perimeter. At approximately 0540 hours the enemy broke contact and
disappeared into the nighte While 4/1=61 Inf (M) was under attack both 2/7 ARVN
and the Task Force CP were probed by the enemy ground forces. s/7 ARVN moved to
4/1-61 Inf (M) location and swept the area. The day was spent attempting to
regain contact and at 1100 hrs G/1-11 Inf was air assaulted into an 1% near the
Khe Sanh airfield. Contact was not re-egtsblished.

1ls Friendly casualties were five (5) KIA and 35 WIAe In addition, two ()
105m, SP howitzers and one M58 cargo carrier were damaged while one (1) ML1341
personnel carrier, one (1) MBA3 tank, one (1) water trailer and one (1) Msk8
were destroyed (One of the MbliBs was loaded with 105mm ammunition which exploded

causing most of the friendly casualties).

2. The enemy lost 34 NVA KIA and abandoned the following equipment: 15 JE=li7s,
one (1) RPD, two (2) RFG~2s, 500 satchel charges and 8 B-}0 rounds.

()  Enemy units involved in. the contacts of 25 and 28 April have been
identified as elements of the 57th and 9th egts, 304th NVA DIV.

(s) At 0700 hrs on 29 April TF Remagen began its move from Khe Sanh back to
its home base. Because of the enemy attacks on the 25th and 28th it was antici-
pated that the enemy had mined the road from Khe Samh to Ca Lu and that he might
try and attack the Task Force while it was on the road. The move to Ca Lu was
slow and careful but by 1246 hours the lead element had reached Ca Lu without
incident and by 2150 hours the last vehicle returned to LZ Sharon a distance of

80 grueling kilometers.

(6) For forty-seven (47) days an armor/mech force had operated in the north-
v© tern mountains of South Vietnam along the Laotian border. Except for the
L-ly moming hours of 25 and 28 April no major battles were fought, but the 1lst
Dde, S5th Inf Div (M) had proved that ammor can operate in difficult terrain over
extended distances without a ground line of oommnications.

f+ Montana Mauler (22 March - 2 [pril)s By 22 March available information
indicated that elements of the 27th NVA Regt were again operating in the area in
which the Dattle of Cam Hung had been fought earlier in the month. During the
period 15 - 22 March the Cam Lo (¥D128595) area and Route 9 from Cam Lo to Vander-
grift Combat Dase (YDOOOL90O) experienced a significant inersasg in enemy activity
shich was characterized by minings, harassing mortar fire, X fire, small arms
fure and numerous enemy sightingsé The nature of the enemy agtivities indicated
that the 27th Regt probably had the mission of interdicting Route 9« To determine
the enemy situation and attempt to eliminate the onemy threat to Route 9 a recon-
naissance in force operation was to be conducted by TF 3«5 Cave TF 35 €a0 was to
move through the Khe Chua Valley searching the draws, conducting reconnaissance by
fire, and attempting to gain contact with elements of the 27th NVA Regt that were

believed to be o¢porating area., The general trace of the reconnaissance in
Uof Vi'j zh*? TRITY
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west from (ho Sanh the mwh/acmor forcs mowed boward the border attempting to
make the enemy believe that his lines of communications in Laos were in danger,
and that he would be attacked in his sanctuarye The enemy did not react to the

feint.

(1) On 15 April B/1=61 Inf (M) and G/1«77 Annor departed Khe Sanh for LZ
Sharon and LZ Nancy respectively. As the companies reached Ca Lu the columns
splite All inoperable vehicles were moved along Route 9 to Dong Hi and then
down Route 1 to their final destination while the remainder of the companies
moved through the newly opened Ba Long valley road. As B/1-61 Inf (M) and
C/1-77 Armor departed Khe Sanh the two (2) 8 inch howitzers that had accompanied
TF 1-61 Inf (M) on its move to Khe Sanh were returned to Vandergrift Combat Basee

(m) On 19 April the 2d Troop, 7th ARVHN Cav reinforced by the Recon Co, let
ARVN Regt moved from Camp Evans to Ca Lu. The following day the ARVN moved to Khe
Sanh and was placed under the operational control of TF Remagen. After arriving
at Khe Sanh the ARVN conducted search and clear operations north of the airfield
and then west toward the Laotian border .

(n) On 21 April A/1-77 Ammor reached Highway 926. After spending the night
astride the highway, A/1-77 Amor returned to LZ Saigon while 4/1-61 Inf" (M)
moved through the tank company, turned east on Highway 926 and conducted search
and clear operations near the Laotian Salient in the vicinity of XDB85225,

(0) On the 23d the elements of TF Remagen that had been working along Highway
926 began their move back to Khe Sanhe The last element returned to Khe Sanh on
2L April and the Task Force performed maintenance in preparation for its scheduled
move to LZ Sharon on 26 April.

(p) At 0330 hours on 25 April an estimated NVA battalion attacked the 2d
Troop, 7th ARVE Cav which was located at XD812410 The attack started with a
r.avy mortar barrage which lasted for about one hour (One mortar round landed
r.xar the FDC track of G/1l-}j0 Arty killing the battery executive officer and whunds
»ng every man in the FDC), Following the mortar fire the enemy attacked the ARVN
position using PGts, small arms fire, automatic weapons fire, flamethrowers and
small satchel chargese 4t 0600 hours the enemy broke contact leaving behind 33
HVA KIAe A further search of the area resulted in the capture of ¥ AK~47s; four
(4) BYO launchers, one (1) B4l launcher, two (2) IMBs, one (1) bangalore torpedo,
tgro (2) pole charges, 50 ChiSom grenades, 300 S.atchel charges and one (1) flame-
thrower. ndly ¢ Ities were: ei
Australian axji::.sor K?A?:l %wo (2) US a?i\%glcgrs(g)WI%R VthéI% 408Mg§ and gﬁgeél)( 3)

US WIA. Threc (3) ARVN personnel carriers were destroyed and one (1) tank from

A/1=T7 Armor was damaged.

(@) The move from Khe Sanh was postponed until 28 April to allow Task Force
Remagen time to conduct a thorough search for the enemy. At 0300 hra on the 28th
the enemy attacked once again. This time the main attack was directed against
Co A, 1st Bn, 61st Inf (M) which was located at XD34E390, The company was alerted
just prior to the start of the attack by a listening pest which spring an ambugh
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force was to be as follows: YIIL3616, YDOL0O620, YIDOOK0DO, XD965595, XDP80570,
and XD9855L5 e

(1) Operation Montana Mauler began on 22 March when TF 3-5 Cav departed
C2 and headed through the Khe Chua Valley. Initially Montana Mauler was a
reconnaissance in force operation in which a cavalry squadron using two armored
cavalry troops, a combat engineer platoon and two light infantry platoons searched
for the enemy, located him and developed the situation for the Brigade. Once
the situation had been developed the Drigade then committed two light infantry
battalions (one US and one ALRKVN) to assault the enemyls position and destroy
him in place. 4s the infantry closed with the enemy the cavalry withdrew from
the area of imwediate contact and moved around the friendly forces to the oppo-
site side of ths battle area to assume a screening mission in order to protect
the infantry battalions from enemy attacks launched from within the IMZ,

(2) During the first two days of the operation enemy contact was frequent
but sporadic. On the third day TF 3«5 Gav encountered the primary defensive
positions of the enemye Two (2) companies were entrenched in camouflaged bun-
kers at YDOL662 and 041616 with a light screening force established between
the two positions. I/3=9 Marines air assaulted into the battle during the
afternoon and was placed OPCON to TF 3-5 Cav. Fighting was heavy on the 2lth
mtil the late afternoon when the enemy, now estimated to be a battalion in
strength, began to diminish his attacks. During the evening of 244 March it was
decided that the situation had been sufficiently developed by TF 3-5 Gav to
commit two (2) companies and the battalion headquarters of the 1st Dn, 11lth Inf

to the fight.

(3) During the afternoon Of 25 Merch £ and B Companies and the battalion
headguarters of the lIst Dny; 1llth-Inf air assaulted into an LZ on the high ground
north of the previous dayts battle (YDOL43623)« The battalion (-) landed withe
out incident and throughout the day céntdct was light and sporadic for both
Lobtalions. "The lack of contact in the valley on 25 March gave cause to suspect
t it the VA had moved north. Lccordingly plans were made for the 1lst Dn, Llth
inf (=), with 1/3-9 Marines OPCON, to move north to regain contactis

(4) 26 March turned out to be the first of four (4) days of heavy fighting
for the 1st Bn, 11th Inf. At 0330 hrs the battalion was attacked by smiall arms,
automatic wegpons, RFGYs and moftar fire from the north, west and east. &

0800 hrs the battalion jumped off in the attack and almost immediately contact
was gained. Atw .strikes and artillery poutided the enemy positions, but with

each pass thé fighter aircraft received a heavy volume of automatic weapons fire
and the onemy refused to budges: {ifter expberiencing great difficulty with the
enemy and the heat (the first time since October that the weather had been'hot;
105°F) the 111 Inf returned to their positions of the previous night and
prepared to resume the attack on the 27k,

(5) The*lst Dny 11lth Inf began to attack north at 0715 hra on 27 March.
A and D Co's met strong resistance but by noon the ensvy had been rooted out
of his bunkers oh the intermedia! objective and G Uil Tnf wa: air assaulted
into a position nérth GF the mein enemy position (HI1I 208 at TON36lL).e
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(a) As C 1-11 Inf air assaulted into their LZ it was immediately brought
under intense enemy mortar fire from the northwest. The company commander was
wounded and evacuated and the mortar attack did not stop until air strikes could
be placed on the mortar positions.

(b) During the afternoon A and B Gb's pressed on and seized their objece
tives, but the enemy immediately counterattacked each company. By 1717 hours
the enemy attacks were repulsed but the price had been highe B Co lost all
of its officers, except for its FO who commanded the company throughout the
afternoon. At 1800 hrs the two platoons of D/l=1l Inf that had been with the
3D Sqdn, 5th Cav moved to reinforce B/l~l Inf.

(¢) The day had cost the 1lst Bn, 11th Inf 13 KIA, one (1) KOS KIA and 30
WILA. Enemy casualties for the day were 120 NVA KIA.

(6) 28 March was devoted to cleaning up small pockets of enemy resistance,
Yesupply and reorganization. Although no major engagements took place the casu-
alties remained high. The lst Bn, 1lth Inf suffered one (1) KIA and 46 WI4
while 68 NVA were killed.

(@ Since the 26th the 3~5 Cav had remained in the Khe Chua Valley. On
the 28th the squadron was given the mission of moving to the right flank of
the battle area to be in a position on the 29th to support C/1-11 Inf on Hill 208
(o436kl) e The cavalry moved into position, and during the night A Troop
received two (2) probing attacks.

(b) During the course of the battle on 28 March it became evident that
the Brigade did not have the forces in the battle area to completely encircle
the enemy and prevent his escape. Coordination was made with the 2nd ARVN Regt,
let ARVH Div and it was decided to commit the 1st Bn, 2d ARVM Regh,to the
cparatione Plans called for the battalion to be air assaulted on to Hill 262
(YDO3166L) during the morning of 29 March in an attempt to block escape routes.

(7) 29 March was the last day of heavy fighting.

(a) Action yms initiated when D/1~11 Inf, moving to secure a position in
support of an air assault by 7/3-9 Marines, was engaged by an NV4 force in a
bunker complex. Nontoxic riot control agents, gdx strikes and small arms fires
were all used to root the enemy out of his positions. While the air assault
of 1I/3-9 Marines was in progress elements of A/1=l11 Inf, which had been moving
north along a ridge (¥D036635), came under heavy counterattack by an estimated
WA Company. The onemy attacked from the north and attempted to cut off the

lead platoon. As B/lell moved to reinforce A Co both companies came under heavy
mortar attecke The enemy attack was beaten off, but throughout the remainder
of the day the 1gt Bn, 11th Inf contimed to receive sporadic morter fire,

(b) The planned air assault of Hill 262 by the lst Bn, 2d ARVN Regt was

changed and the lat and 3d Companies lmadedon an [f at DO63646 while the
24 and Lith Companies o an LZ at YDO67655. r landing, 1-2 ARVN moved
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toward the southern boundary of the IMZ in an attempt to cut off the enemy
escape routeséi Only sporadic contact was made by the ARVN battalion during

the day.

(¢) Results for 29 March were: 19 friendly WIA, NS enemy KIA and two
(2) enemy 82mn mortars destroyed.

(8) On the 30th and 31st of March the 1lst Bn, 11th Inf searched the battle
area while 1-2 ARVN moved to and searched along the southem edge of the DMZ
west of Con Thien from DO055685 to D035675. TF 3-5 Cav, reinforced by the
3d Coy 2d Bn, 2d ARVN Regt screened the northern flank of the battle area and
maintained a one troop reaction force at Con Thiene Significant ground con-
tact was not reestablished by the 1lst Bn, 11th Inf or the 3d Sqdn, 5th Cav but
at 1102 hrs vic YDO26665 the 2d and 4th Co's 1st Bn, 2d ARVN Regt made contact
with an estimated enemy Co (=)e The enemy broke contact at 1530 hrs leaving

15 dead behind; the LRVN suffered no friendly KIA!se

() The last two days of Operation Montana Mauler, 1 and 2 April, were
without contacte The lst Bn, 1lth Inf conducted search and clear operations
back over the battle area moving east-southeast looking for bypassed enemy
positions and personnel. 1-2 ARVN continued its search along the southern
bodndary of the IMZ and then joined TF l«ll Inf and searched the northern half
of the battle area. TF 3-5 Cav contimued to screen the northern flanke

(10) During Operation Montana Mauler the lst Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div (M) had
been in contact with at least two battalions of the 27th NA Regt. Documents
captured during Operation Montana Mauler identified the 3d and lth Co's, 1lst Bn
and 2d and 3rd Co's 3rd Bn, 27th NVA Regt. The losses suffered by the 27th
Regt have greatly reduced the combat effectiveness of the Regt and indications
are that the Regt has returned to North Vietnam. Since the completion of
(Oepation Montana Msulor enemy initiated incidents in the Cam Lo area and along

+. 9 have significantly decreased.
(11) Gesults:

(a) Friendly Casualties:

A usMC (RVN CUMULAT IVE
KIa 21 cs) 1 0 22
T4, 150 ' 11 10" 171
DOW 2 0 0 2
(b) Enemy Casualties:
(1)  Cumulative: KIis 274 HOI CHANH: 0
P 0 IWCs 31
CIVDEF: O CSWG: 17
(2) Inflicted by U Fofedd
H 0 Iw: 17
CIVDEP: O CSWCs 6
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(3) Inflicted by ARVN:

KIAt 28 HOI cuam: O
PWe 0 IiCs 1
CIVDEF: 0 CSWCs 1

g. Ellis Ravine (8 April - 15 April): On 8 April the 1st Inf Bde, 5th Inf
Div (M) began a combined search and clear, and road building operation in the
Ba Long Valley wost of Quang Tri City. The operation was conducted in coordin-
ation and cooperation with the lst and 2d ARVE Regts and lasted until 15 April.

(1) Elements of the Brigade that participated in the operation were the
1st Bn, 11th Inf and the 3d Sqdn, 5th Cave The 1lst Bn, 11th Inf wassreinforced
by the addition of one Cav Troop (A/L~-12 Cav) and an engineer platoon (reinf)
from the organic Brigade Engineer Company (A/7 Engr), while the 3d Sqdn, 5th Cav
consisted of A and B Troops 3=5 Cav, D/l-l1 Inf and a reinforced engineer platoon
from A/7T Engre :

2) TF 3-5 Gav moved to Ca Lu (¥DO1SL55) on 7 April and began operations
into the valley from the west. TF 1-11 Inf departed LZ Sharon on 8 April and
entered the valley from the east. The task forces conducted reconnaissance in
force and search and clear operations designed to destroy the enemy and his
caches in the valley. As the battalions moved into the valley they built a road
from Phuoc Mon (¥YD308469) to Ca Lu. On 11 April the engineer platoons opened
the road to tracked vehicles but much work remained to be done before the road
was passable to wheeled vehicles. On 13 April TF 3«5 Cav departed the valley
for operations in "leatherneck Square" and TF l=ll Inf remained in the valley
until 15 April when the road had been made passable to wheeled vehicles. The
only enemy contact during the operation by elements of the Brigade was made on
13 April when 2/B/1-11 Inf spotted two (2) VC on a trail and killed one of them.

(3) While the Bde was building the road the 2d &RVN Regt landed one
~ttalion at LZ Holecomb (¥D119432) and conducted search and clear operations
in the mountains north of the Ba Long Valley (See inclosure 6). South of
the Valley the lst LRVYN Regt landed one battalion at LZ Davis-Hill (YD253290)
and conducted search and clear operations toward the north. No major contacts
were gained by either Regiment.

(L) Ellis Ravine had not resulted in the destruction of any enemy forces
or caches, but an alternate supply route was opened between Quang Tri Combat
Base and Vandergrift Combat Base.

h. Civic Action Operations: Civic action operations in the A0 were con-
ducted in close ¢oordination and cooperation with the hamlet, viflage, district
and province officials. Because of the battles of Cam Hung and Montana Mauier,
and the effort involved in TF Remagen the Brigade was unable to devote VeIy
much of its time and effort to civic action. The following was accomplished:

(1) Major GVt projects supported:

(a) Security opeLwU Ni%’mEﬁpE ~acw 800G hamlet elections
FIBEN AL
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(b) Participation in the 1969 Pacification Development Plan (PDP).

le After an analysis of the 1969 PDP same routine, recurring civic action acte
ivitIes were ree=obiented to align with designated pac,iﬁ.ca‘bion areas.

2. Pending the outcome of g survey being conducted in the PDP hagmlets the
Brigade initiated several civic action projects specifically requested by PDP
hamlets.

(2) Routine Projects
(a) Road repair and construction

1. Renovation of approximately 10 kilometers of route 560,

2. Renovation of 3 kilometers of road leading from Qlml to La Vang, making
it passible to wheeled vehicle traffic.

(b) Bridge construction.

1. Two bridges constructed on.Route 560,

2s Two bridges constructed in Ntm Le Villagee.
3¢ One bridge at Gia Dang

Lte One bridge at Vinh Laie

(¢) Support of Charitable Organizations

1. Thanh Ghia Orphanage

2e Tri Buu Orphanage

{d@)) Support of schools throughout the Brigade AO in minor and ma]or construct-
ion and supply of school commoditiese

(e) Medical assistance through MEDCAPS, DENTCAFS, {iwmmizations and use of a
mobile clinice

Le 6822 Vietnamese treated at EDCAPS.
222 Vietnamese treated at DENTCLPS.
2820 Immmizations administereds

i

39 more serious cases evacuated to the Quang Tri Provincial Hospitale
(£} Commodity distr .'
1. 10,198 pounds o LI 4

DECLASSIFIED
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2» 331 pounds of soe

3. 79 pounds of clothihg.
10. (0) RESULTSs

a. Friendly Losses:

(1) Personnels

KIAs ’-l- Off, h5 BEM .
WIA (minor): "0 Off, 45 BM
WIA(E):17 Off, 208 EM

MIAs O Offy, O EM
Captured: 0 Off. 0 EM

N H Death: 0 Qff, 4§ EM

N H Injury: 2 0ffy 24 EM

(2) Materiel Lossess The following equipment combat losses ere sustained
during the conduct of Operation lst Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div A0. Items listed include
only major items of equipment.

AMOUNT LOST

Tenk, Mi8A3

Cambat Engineer Vehlcle
Personnel Carrier; MI13al
Carrier, Flamethrower
Mortar Carrier, Mi254
Recovery Vehicle, M33}
Xenon Searchlight

Radio Set, AN/VR 53
Radio Set, AN/VRC L6
Radio Set, ANJVRC L7
Radio Set, AN/PRC 25
Radio Set, &K/GRC 125
Machine Gun, Cal &50
Machine Gun, M=60
Water Trailer

Truck, - Ton, MIS1AL
Truck, 3/b4 Tony, M37BL

b. Enemy Losses:

W 0 RN DR e O =)

NVA KIA: L75
VG KIA: 40
NVA DIS: 23
VC DIS: 22
NVA POWs 9
VO POWs 1

T CONFIDEL 1AL
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Natrinaane 26
CIVDEFs 5

(2) Enemy Materiel Losses:

Individual Weapons: 12}
Crew Served Weagponss 40
82mm Mortar Rounds: 1459
60mm Mortar Rounds 82

RPG Rounds: 262

120mm Mortar Rounds: 19
140mm Mortar Roundst 1

60m Mortar Base Plgtess 2
AT Miness 31

Satchel Charges (Small) 800
60mm Mortar Sight: 1

ChiCom Grenadess 236
Traunsister Radio: 1 .
GhiGolt Radio y/ Earphone -gnd intemnas 1
Flamothrower: 1

NVA Gas Masks: 304

NVA Packst @2

Entrenching Tools: 31

Ces Due to operational requirements and weather, searches were not conducted
in all areas where artillery missions were fireds

d. Uo signific ant amounts of US manufactured items were recovered.

1le (C) ADMINISTRATION and LOGISTICS:

ae Administration:

(1) The major activity in the personnel area consisted of the contimmames of

the Brigade Infusion Program that willle complsted by 30 fpril 1969¢ The only
facet incomplete or not in the final stages at the time of this report is the
infusion program for senior nonecommissionsd officers which is controlled by HQSy

US4RV,

(2) On 15 January, the lst Brigade Finance Office assumed the responsibility
of the payroll for an additional 14,500 non-divisional army personnel in Northern
I Corpse The 64th Finance Section was placed under the operational control of the
Brigade Finance Office due to the additional work loads During Jenuary -and Fobe
ruary approximately 9,500 personnel were paid by the Brigade. On 15 March 1969
the 64th Finance Section assumed camplete responsibility for paying the 44500 non.
divisional arumy personnel and the Brigade was relieved of this responibilitys

(3) The Drigade CGivilsan Persomnel Section i#e1r  adminisirative control of

the lst Brigade Ki «Carsor Scoub r e + lis magources, was
assigned administrative control of the scouts rgther §§  under the more customary
control of the Sw3. or S=5 D Personnel activities

under one staff gection.
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(4) The Drigade Reenlistment Program received increased emphasis during the
1st Quarter of 1969¢ A separate building was provided for the Career Counselor
and an Assistant Career Counselor was added to the Reenlistment offices

(5) During March 1969 the Brigade published its Standard Operating Proceedure
updating the original draft SOP from Fort Carson and formalizing in~country proce-
edures in all tactical and administrative arcase

(6) Post Exchange:

(2) The Drigado Post Exchange was placed in the"™ain Store"category as a re-
sult of monthly sales in excess of two hundred thousand dollarse

(b) A request for customer service was approved and facilities requested,

(¢) A mobile facility was established to provide exchange facilities to field
units and remote basegs

(7). The Brigade underwent its first Annual General Inspection within this
comnand during the period 23-29 March 1969 with an overall rating of excellents

(8) During January 1969 the Brigade assumed operational control of the 3rdl
Squadron, 5th Cavaliyé The squadron is an organic element of the 9th Infantry
Division and was attached to the 101st Airborn Division at the time of assumption
of operational conbrole In order to simplify the administrativa pipeline for the
squadron, ‘the Drigade has recommended to XXIV Corps that the Squadron be assigned

%0 the Drigade for all purposes.

(9) During the 1st quarter of 1969 the Brigade established a hospital pay
system; once each month a Brigade Class A Agent travels to all hospitals in Victw
where lst Drigade patients are located and provides these patients With their

(10) On 1 March 1969 the Special Services Officer opened a mew limited Brigade
R&L Center at Wunder Deach, Tentage was erected to house personnele Latrine,
lifeguard and trash facilities were provided but there are no messlng facilities
availsble. The facilities are apable of accommodating swimming and outdoor
activities for up to one hundred and eighty personncle

(11) The Brigade Provost Marshal's Office has initiated the first military
police patrols to the remote areas of Quang Tri Province, These patrols have
operated at such places as ConTtlen, Gio Linhy Ca Lu and along the Street Without
Joy. These patrols operate twenty-four hours a day when requireds

b. Logistics:

(1) During the majority of the reporting period the 3d Sqdn, 5th Cav was
OPCON to the Drigade 1in the case of the 3~ Ca OX:LCa o 2ant ADCON and the

Brigade. assisted bY the 63u. s winy: sat@G**hi 1 ard supply matters
for the squadrons r‘ 'ﬁ:‘d Ka g -

@) TF Remagens D nB/Nd 8rfles JEhING TF Remagen were removed the
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operation was a test of the ability to resupply. and keep an armored force operate
ing without the use of ground lines of commmicationse The Brigade established

a forward support element (FSE) at Vandergrdift Combat Dase where supplies and
repair parts were agsenbled for shipment by helicopter to TF Remagene Both bat-
talions maintained combab trains with TF Remagen which consisted of tracked maint-
enance and resupply vehicles, the majority of the mechanics and a portion of the
battalion supply sections At Vandergrift, with the FSB, the battalions maintained
their PLL personnel and most of the remainder of their supply sectionse

(@ Al types of Class I were ‘available at Vendergrifte Jamdry packs were
issued on the basis of one (1) pack per 100 men every tuo (2.) dayse The USMD
Class I point issued one (1) A-ration meal per daye Because of the difficulty
of distributing jwrations, Cerations were used about 90% of the time.

(b) (lass 1] was available expept for some special itams such as OH=(
(hydraulic fluid) and LSA (lubricating o¢il, semi-fluid) in large containers. Dy
anticipating requirements, sufficient quantities of packaged POL were ordered
from Brigade stocks to meet demands as they arose. Five-hundred gallon rubber
drums were used to carry 75,000 gallons of fuel to the maneuver elementss

(¢) There was no difficulty in draming ammmitions The Brigade S«l. and the
Marine Logistics Support Unit (LSU) Commander arranged an mmmition accountability
transfer that enabled the TF Remagen Sl to draw Class V quickly. Specialized
items such as hOmm anti-aircraft (duster), Y79, claymores; and hand flares were
not available in large quantities but could be ordered through the XSUe Non-
smergency delivery was nommally made one or two days after orderinge The 105m

-ttery fired 8,883 rounds and the 8lmm mortars fired 4677 rounds during the

cerabione

(d) The USMC LSA scheduling system for helicopter logistical support caused

- reatest logistical problem. Helicopters were not dedicated to the support
—~ ™ Remagen and the LSA scheduling system requires precise locations and times
. delivery the afternoon before the supplies are to be deliverede With all
units maneuvering, it was extremely difficult to comply with the LSA's system.
A better resupply system would have been for the USMC to apply all helicopter sup-
port to its priorities until TF Remagen was in a position to be resupplied; then
concentrate on TF Remagen needs until completed. With an average of 30 minutes per
round trip, four (4) heavy lift helicopters could have met TF Remagen average
daily resupply requirements in 3% hourss In addition a Brigade UHwl was used
daily for retail distribution of the parts, mail and meals from the combat trains
areas to the users.

(e) Orgamizational maintenance support was available from the combat trains
and a contact team from D Company, 75th Support Battalion was in the fiedd during
most of the operation to provide direct support. In addition the Brigade provid-
ed repair parts and direct support maintenance for the 2d Troop, 7th ARVN Qav,
While operating under combat conditions, the maintersnc: teams performed all re-
quired functions to include the pulling of power packs to adjust or replace theme

(). Following is a summary of the Logistical activities required to support
TF Remagen. It must be yemembored that ‘._.__]Lireg ,ﬁgjfudg replacement parts

% G L
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such as power packs, wos accomplished by air.

CLASS 1
Meals 93 pallets (55,662 meals)
Sundry Packs 96
CLASS III
Mogas 19,550 gallons
Diesel EAIEN gallons
0OE 50 865 gallons
& 30 980 gallons
OE 10 320 gallons
Iroke. Fluid L5 gallong
GAh 110 gallons
LSA 56 gallons
GOY0 90 gallons
Hydraulic Fluid 71 galicns
LAS ¥
105mm 8883 rounds
8Lm 4677 rounds
.- 2338 rownds
90w tank £22 rounds
450 cal 595200 rounds
7 62x. 17145800 rounds
5 o56mm( i) ,200 rounds
5,760 rounds
Hand Flares 624
Frag Grenades 606 -
155m 10lk rounds
“o1t 400 rounds
Lom (Duster) 12,256 rounds

CLASS IX3 Items listed below are items that were replaced.. This does
not include items that were "pulled"” and adjusted or repaired in the fielde

1-77 Armor (16 Mar - 11 Apr) GRAX TOTALS
TANKS

Engine 3 3

Transmission 2 2

Starter 1 1

Track 3 sets 3 Sets
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Track 2 sots 2 sets
Generator 1 1
Coamp Idler Atm 1 1
1-77 Armor (16 Max - 11 Apr) 1-61 Mech (12 Apr - 28 Apn)*
N 11341 / M577A1 MI1134 / M 577AL
Engine 3 Engine 6 9
Track 6 sets Track 1 sets 13 sets
Transmission 0 Transmission L
Final Drive 1 Final Drive 3 4
¥ 10641 M 1064
Engine 1 Engine 1 2
M 1254
Engine 1 1
Transmission 1 1

*Vehicles not repaired by 28 April were evacuated with the move of the task force
to LZ sharone

12, COMMANDER!'S ANALYSIS:

ae During the reporting period the Brigade proved that a Mechsnized Dﬂéade
is capable of operating in rough terrain without ground lines of commumications,
Sghting main force JVA Regiments and warking closely with the GVN forces in the

~wiification afforts.

be The only way to successfully interdict the enemy’s movement in and aroénd
the populated areas is to emphasize squad and fire team operations to include gate
uratibn ambughing and patrolling. Whenever the Brigade has been concemtrated ih
its own AO there is evidence, in captured documents, that the numerous night ams
bushes and the constant daylizht patrolling has produced in the ememy a sense
frustration and a fear of movement between the base areas and the populated lovwe

lands.

(1) Small unit operations can be conducted in any type of terrain. As long
as a reliable means of communications is established between the squad or fire
team and its parent unit the Brigade can respond to any emergency with fire sup-
port and a ready reaction force in time to prevent the unit concerned from getting

into goerious troubleo.

(2)) Ambushes are successful when the basic fundamentals are rigidly adhered
to and practiced by the ambush force. The Drigade has found no secret formulas
and has not developed any new ambushing techniquess It has proven helpful to have
the team leaders trained in the adjustment of artillery and mortar firey but it
has been found by experience that if the basic principles of rifle marksmanship
and the ambush techniques taught in the service schonls are properly appliedy the
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ambush will have a good chance of successs

Ge Uhen the 1st Dny 2d ARVN Regt was comultied to Operation Montana Mauler
both the Drigade, and 2d ARVN Regt established TAC CPs at C2 (¥D135645)e The two
(2) CPs were collocated and were, in effecty, a combined CP. The combined OP re-
sulted in fast _‘bim'ely coordination and both the scheme of maneuver and the fire
support for ¥4 Brigade and 2d ARVN were easily made to be complementary. The
combined CP had the effect of producing a unity of command for the operatione

de In moving at will in difficult terrain from LZ Alpine to Route 926 along
the Laotian border Task Force Remagen has given the enemy cause. to thinke The
enemy's lines of communications in Laos are vulnorsbles An smor/mech forcey, which
is totally supplied by air, is not subject to being destroyed by cutting off its
logistical tail. Such a force could enter Laos, move to Route 926 and then turn
and strike along the "Ho Chi Minh Trail."

6 Inclosurcs _ JLMES' Me. GIDSON
Le Drigade Task Orgagization C0L, Infantry
2 Overlay: AO. ist - Inf Camanding

Div (Mech)

4
Overlay: Oseration Montana Mauler
Overlay: TF Remagen AO
» Ovorlay: Operation Ellis Ravine

\‘//3. Overlay: Qperation Cam Hun
L
A,

ORTENTIAL
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3rd Marine Division
Command Chronology
May 1969

Encl 5B After Action Reports From USA Elements

Tab A

Tab B

Tab C

Department of the Army, lst Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry
Division(Mech) Combat Operation After Action Report, No Code
Name, w/6 Incls:

T b1l Brigade Task Organization

T b 2 Overlay: A0, lst Bde, 5th Inf Div(Mech)

TAb 3 Overlay: Operation Cam Hung

T 4 Overlay: Operation Montana Mauler

Ta 5 OverlaY: TF Remagen AO

Ta 6 Overlay: Operation Ellis Ravine

Department of the Amy, lst Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry
Division(Mech) Report, Subj: Lessons Learned for Period
Ending 30 Apr 1969, w/7 Incls:

Tab 1 Brigade Task Organization

'I‘ab 2 Overlay: A0, lst bde, 5th Inf Div(Mech)

Tal 3 Overlay: Operation Cam Hung

Tab 4 Overlay: Operation Montana Mauler

Tap 5 Overlay: TF Remagen AO

Ta 6 Overlay: Operation Ellis Ravine

Ta 7 Program of Instruction-Unit Chemical Operations Course
Department of the Army, lst Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry
Division (Mech) Report, Subj: Combat Operations After Action
Report (Operation Montana Mauler), W/l Endl; & 8 Sketches,
Incl 2A 22,23 Mar 69; Area Bounded by YD 029601, YD 029628,
YD 049628, Yd 049601

Incl 2 B 24 Mar 69; Area Bounded by YD 034610, YD 034635,
YD 060635, YD 060610

Incl 2C 25 Mar 69; Area Bounded by YD 026615, YD 026634,
YD 051634, YD 051615

Incl 2D 26 Mar 69; Area Bounded By YD 026614, YD 026636,

YD 059636, YD 059614
HC&EEAQZ 7“‘4&5482 0Area, Bounded by YD 022620, YD 022649,

Incl 2F 28 Mar 69; Area Bounded by YD 021630, YD 021650,

YD 075650, YD 075630
Incl 2G 29, 30, 31 Mar 69; Area Bounded by YD 020624,

YD 020670, YP 070670, YD 070624
Incl 2H Overlay of Phase II1
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(1 February - 30 April 1969)

ORGABIZATDI AREA OF OPERATION*

TF 1le=ll Inf: Organic light infantry battalicua wiith AO RED
four (}}) rifle companies. MNormally
operated with three rifle companies
and a tank companye.

TF 1-61 Mech: Organic mechanized infantry battalion AO BLACK
with three (3) rifle companies  or=-
mally operated as a pure mechanized
infantry battalion with cross attach-
ments- of tank companies as needed.

TF 1-77 Armor: Organic tank battalion iith three (3) A0 GOLD
tank companies. Normally operated as
a tank task force with one. infantry
coipany from the 1-11 Inf and one
Cavalry troop (4/L=12) attached.

TF 3=5 Cav: Cavalry squadron from the 9th Inf Div. AO RED .

Normally operated with two ground cav-

lazy troops (One ground troop operated

with the 101st Abn Div (AM) and D Troop

operated with the 9th Inf Div), and one

or two infantry companics :ttached.

(The infontry companies were from the

1-11 Inf, 1-61 Mech or 3d Yar Div).

o SITHAC Bns The 1lst AMTRAC Bn mms reorganized as A0 GRAY
(Tsm threc (3) company rifle batialione The

I1st MIRALC Bn normally operabted as a
pure riflc battalion with periodic
attachments of tanks, mochenized inf or
cavalry. The lst AMTRAC Bn was made non-
ouerational on 15 Apr and was replaced
by a Marinc Battalion rters and
two Mayine rifle companies.

Sl rtys: Organic 155mm sp artillery battalion with Brigadc AO
thre (3) firing battories. The ol ALy
normally operajed with one battery at LZ
Sharon (¥D335445), one ab Hal Lang FSB,
(¥xDh22477), end one at LZ Henc: [ i
o . . ,
o) cod & 2-on Mar by € 5M0) ag
tho, aitnetdon requireds

IR THIA
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75th Spt Bn: Organic Spt Bn with an Sdmin Co at Brigade AO
CP Red Devil, Medical Co at Quang
Tri, S md T Co at Camp Rod Devil
and a DS 4aint Co at IZ Sharon.

L/h=12 Cavs Organic ground cavalry troop. A/L=12 A0 GOID
normally operated as part of TF 1-77
Armor, but from time to time the troop
was attached to TF 1-11 Inf and TF 3-5 Cave

1/7th Engr: Organic engineer coupany with one "Brigadc AO
.bridpe platoon and threé combat
engincer platse The company operated
in a DS role for the ontire 1de with
atbechnents of plats to the various
battalions for o rational rcquircrients.

Othor organic units operating out of Camp Red Dovil wero: Brigade AO

293th Sig Co
517th § Det
LO7th RRD
C,Clst Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div (i)
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N 3 tdy Tividron (Mech)
PO San Francisco 96477

AVBLGC X My 1969
SUBJECT Operational Report - Lessons learned for Period Ending 30 April 1969.

My#14 &n

See Distribution

References: USARV Reg 525a15; dtd 13 April 1968; PCV Reg 525.2, dtd 9 May 1968.
1. SEGCTION 1 - Operations: Significant Activities.
aes General:

(1) Mession: The primary mission of the lst Infantry Brigade, Sth
Infantry Division (Mech) continued to be to conduct pacification, strike,
counterinfiltration and counterinsurgency operations throughout the populated
areas of Quang Tri Province and in Base Area 101 (See Inclosire 2),

(2) Operations:

(a) During the repating period the Bripade co inued to emphasize
guall unit search and clear operations, cadined oporations with ARVI, RF
and PF forces and s&turation mbushes and patrols at nighte The cphasis
continued to be on cutting the enemyls lines of commnications betiwgen the
old base areas in the mounbtains and the population in the lowlands, as well
as interdicting his movement iithin the populated areas. During the month
of February the Brigade prepared and implemented plans to protect the loea ®WN
JToctions and in  pril a Rice Denial progrim 1 nit - All three
~crations were planned and implemented in conjunction wWith ¥1 forees.

(b) In addition to operations within the Brigade AO the lst Infantry
Brizade, Sth Infantry Division (Mech) conducted a series of operations
elscuhere in the 3d Marine Division AO. Fron 28 Fobruary through 3 March
and from 22 March through 2 fApril the Brigade fought two major battles
south of the DMZ and west of Con Thion (See Imclosure 3, Bdbtle of Cam
Hung; and Inclosure ly, Operation Montana Mauler)e On 16 March the Brigade
began operations on the Khe Sanh Plain. The operations on the Khe Sanh
Plain were conducted by an Armor/Mech Task Force (TF Remagen) and lasted
until 29 April {See Inclosure 5)e From 8 April through 15 April the Brigade
conducted Operation Ellis Ravino, which was a search and ¢lear, road build-
ing operation conducted in coordination and cooperation with the 8t and
2nd ARV Regta, 1st ARV Division. During Ellis Ravine a road #a5 opened
between LZ Sharon (I¥D335li5) and Ca Lu (YDOISLS5S5) giving the 3d Marine
Division a route from Quang Tri to Vandergrift Conbal Base that could, with
a little improvement, be used as  supply route for Vandergrift Combat Base
should Route 9 be closc w3, DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERwAL
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(3) Task Organization: The Brigadets task organization was changed
as the situation warranted to provide forces tailored for each task.
During the majority of the reporting period, the Brigade was organized as
set forth in Inclosure 1.

b. Operations in the Brigade A0 (See Inclosure 2):

(1) Background:

() Intelligence Estimate: An analysis of the cnemy situation in
the Brigade {0, coupled with an analysis of cardon and search operatiQns
and saturation gpbushing and patrolling that had taken place during Dece
arber 1968 and January 1969 revealed that:

1. TA and V0 main force units had not returned to the populated areas.

2. The eneny continued to move in small groups, avoided contact and
usually refused to fight mechanized forcese

3e A ghortage of food and personnel continued to force the eneny to
move in smgll groups from his base area to the populated areas to secwre
food and intelligence; and to recruit yeplacercnte for his depleted forcess

ke The infrastructure had been seriously crippled by the comhined
cordon and search operations of ljovember 1968 through January 1969, In.
order to purviwe, the perbers of the infrastructure had to move contimously,
conduct their operations during the hours of darkmess, and attempt to reeruit
now remberse In addition, cordons had become less profitable because a
large number of the infrastructure had been killed, captured$ or run off

by the constant coumbined ambushing and cordoninge

S5« In order for the infrastructure to survive » the enomy would have
to denonstrate the inability of allied forces to prevent enemy raids and
wecks by fire durdng Tot, and also would have to disrupt the local
slections that jore to talke place each Sunday in nrche

6.. The eneuyts offensive capability was limited to the conduct of
horassing attacks (attacks by fire, gniping, and the placement of mines and
booby traps), or terrorist activities. Mpjor forces would have to re-enter
the area from ljorth Vietnam before a serious threat could be posed to platoon
or conpeny sized Brigade. ARVH, RF or PF unitse

(b) Operational Concepts: To take advantage of the enenyy situation
and continue the pacification effort it was decided:

(1) To continue the interdiction of the enemy movement from the base
arcas to the populated areas, and within the populated. area by continuing
to cmphasize small unit (squad and fire team) operationses These operations
wore to include "Hunter-Killer operations, saturation patrolling and sat-
uration ambushing. Brigade forces rmiushed between tie population ad the
base aroa, and between population oenters while territarial forces ambushed
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within the populated areas. An additional benefit of the saturation animshs
ing and patrolling would be the early detection of the entrance of large

eneny forces into the areas

2e To continue conducting combined daylight search and clear operations
wlth the regional and popular forcese These operations were to include
integrating PF platoons and squads into the compgxles and platoons of the
Brigade, using US tank and mechanized infantry platoons to block while RF
and PF forces search an area, and conducting joint strike operations,

e To discontinue the use of cordons for the Tet period (the month of
February)e It was decided that because cordons were no longer as pech
ductive as they had been it would be much better to use the available

forces for ambushing and patrolling.

s« To continue maintaining continuous liaison with Trieu Phong, Hai.
Lang, and Mai Linh Districts; Quang Tri Province; and 1st ARVN Regt Headw
quarters, in order to be able to react to any enemy attack. This liaison was
to include the ostablishment of secure voice and VHF point to point circuits
between Bde. Sector and lst ARVl and between the B and Districts, It was
considered to be of particular importance to be able to react quickly to
enery attack ageingt resettlement villages, District or Provincial Head-
quarters and isolated PF platoonse Joint plans were developed for the above
contingencies by the Brigade, lst ARVI] Regt and the Provincial forces.

o« To insurc the security of the local elections by patrolling the
nortar belts with US and ARVN forces and replacing Provincial forces
charged with the defense of fixed installations with US or ARVI] forcese The
Provincial forces were then freed to conduct security operations close to
the villages and hamlete in which the elections were being held. On the
days of the elections Brigade units stayod out of the populated areas come

(2) Tet 1969: The eriticdl period for Tet was considered to be the
untire month of Febwuarye. The Brigadc concentrated on ambushing and patrole
ling at night and ombined search operations during the day Mo cordons
were conducted during the monthe

(a) The gaturation ambushing and patrolling paid off. During the Tt
period no known ony terrorist activities occurred in the AOsl,and captured
documents stated that the encmy felt that he could no longer enter the
populated portions of Trieu Phong, Hai Lang, or Mai Linh through the part
of the Brig: AO west of Route 1. In addition the enesy was not able to
launch an attack upon friendly forces or installations during the Tet
period (in gde case an onery mortar squad was ambushed and seven (7) of
the eight (§) were killed as they attempted to more to a firing position in
the wicintty of LZ Sharon).

(b) The emphasts during daylight was on the eorkined search operations.

Klemerso of tho Brigade, Provinscial forces and lst VN Regt conbinually
searched aIl known oOr suspected areas that the enemy had used as assemblv

WSS [CONFIRFMTIAL
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(3) Local Elections {March 1969): In preparation for the local
elsctionss careful plans were drawn up bty the Vietnamese to insure that
the Provincial Yorces would be able to secure the voters.

(a) To provide maximm security the elections ©re spread over the
first four Swdays in Iarch so that there would be sufficient Provincial
forces in all of the villages and hamlets in which elections were being BDeids
In cooperation with Provincial authorities, the Brigade assumed responsibility
for the defense of the critical bridges in the A0 from 0600 hrs to 1800 hrs
during each clection day. Assuming responsibility for the bridges allowed
the Provincial forces to secure the voters. The Brigade, in conjunction
with the 1st RVl Regmt. also patrolled the mortar belts during the elecw.ons
and was prepared to assist any RF or PF force that might have been attacked.

(b) During March and the first part of April the Brigade becan heavily
cormitted in the Leatherneck Square area and at Khe Savhy thus not until 9
March was the Brizade able to place its maximm effort in support of the
elections. Despite other commitments the Brigade was able to accompiisn aLL
of its missions. Mo incident was reparted to have taken place aurang any
of the elections.

(L) Rice Denial: After close coordinagion with Quang Tri Province,
Rice Denial operations began on 23 April-19°%e

(a) During tho:period of this repart Rice Donial operations. ™ C =~
centratod on cuttins the ene-.yts lines of commmications; protecting the
rice farmers wuhile they harvest their erop, and preventing the VC from
stealing the rice. The lst Inf Bile, 5th Inf Div (M) has concentrated on
cutting off the enemy?s line of commnications by constently amousning and

patrolling the enexg$s rice routes and likely terporary storage areas. The
GQ¥/Ufcrcos have directed their effc ts towards proteoting the pé6ul and
their cropee

(b) Rice Deninl operations will cantimo through 15 June 1969 with
orubagie shiftine durine the middle of May to search operations uwosaus (0
£ind encr  Blec caches.

¢. Rottla of Gn Tune (28 February - 3 March): On ¢ revruacy the
3d 8ndr Sth Cav. consisting of B and C troops and wie Squadron :ssuu~
quarters, was vlaced imder the operational control of the 1st um wwoy Sth
Taf Div (M) and on 27 February the Squadron occupied Con Thien \iuiifivi; and
02 (¥D1366h6)« The mission of the Squadron -as to secure tau clearing
operations na‘theast of 02 and conduct antls=1NIdLLrausvi and strike operations
in 0 GREEN (See Inclosure 3). During the early morning hours of 28 Feb-
ruary Quat Xa Hanlot wae mortared. (rater anawwsis indicated that the
mortar fire may have come from Cam Nng (YD079629). Based on the crater
analysis and on other intelligence provided by the Brigade 32 indicating
enemy nrescncs at Cam Hung the 3-5 Yav dispatched the 3d platoon of ¢ Troop
into tho area -~

(1) ¢+ k0 hrs on 28 February 3/B/3-5 Cav was engaged by an estimated

VA comnany at YD098630e The remainder of B Trp and C/ % Sav ¥ *nforeod by

[FIED
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a platoon of M/3=~3 Marinee moved to reinforce the platoon. The caralry
employing air and artillery on enemy positions and likely avenues of approach,
closed with the ener and swept the battle area finding 60 enecmy KIA, At
1815 hrs contact was broken and the cavalry withdew to defensive positionse
Throughout the night six (6) batteries of Marine Artillery, two (2) batteries
of Lruy Artillery,and the USS Hew Jersey fired into the area and on pugpected
enen routes of withdrawale. Results of the dayts action were one (1) US

Ki&y nine (9) US WIA and 60 EVA (The

(2) The enemy appeared to be fresh_well traimed, and well equipped
dthilnew uniforms and waponse The enemy employed small arms machie
guns and PGs and he fought hard and well to defend his positions. An
assessrent of the enemy actions indicated that the eavalry had probably run
into a forward defensive position for a larger force (possibly a Battalion
or regimont)e Based on the above estimate of the enemy situation
Cav was ordered to mor from the vicinity of Quang Tri Combat Base (QTCB)
to an assesbly area at ¥D102596 to block the south and west avenues of with-
drawale The troop moved at 0010 hrs on 1 Mar and upon grriving in the
assombly area 0330 hrs was placed under the operational control of 355

Cave

(3) At dawn on the moming of 1 Mar A/4-12 Cav crossed the Cam 1¢
River and moved north to egain contact with the onemy while B and ¢
Troops 3=5 Cav and one (1) platoon of /3«3 Marines moved back into the
area of the previous day?s contact. At 1050 hrs 0/3-5 Cav regained cabact
vic ¥D078639. CCTroop maneuvered to dislodge the enemy from his positions
while A/l4~12 Cav, B/3=5 Cav and eclements of M/3«=3 Marines mored to seal off
the battle area gnd prevent the enemyts escant.

(a) Shortly after contact was regained B/1~61 Mech was moved from 80
BLICK (See Inclosure 2) to C2 (¥D1366LH) to act as Brigade reserve. At
1250 hrs C/l~ll Inf was air assaulted into the battle area amd placed mder
._edoperational control of TF 3-5 Cave

(b) Throughout the day air strikes and artillery were employed in p-
port of the assaults by the ground troops on the eneny bunker positiona,
The enery was well dug in, his fortifications were exbensive and he fought
hard to hold his ground, By nightfall the enemy still occupied fortified
positions and the Squadron withdrew to defensive positions on high groutd
around the enemy’s locationse In an attempt to hold the eremy in positim
artillery was again fired on the eremy positions throughout the night ani
unbushes were placed between the friendly locationse

(c) Results of the d: activities were: two (2) US KL, twenty-five
(25) US WIA and 17 HVA KIA (as. a result of constant contacts from 1050 hrs
until 1730 hrg, ranging from sniper fire to heavy engagements between
company sized units, it. was impossible to check more than a small pert of
the battle area for cnemy casualties)e In addition, five (5) personnel
carriers and four (h) tanks mre damsged and placed out of action by the

enemye )
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(d) At 012000H Mz 69 the 1st Bn, 61st Inf (M) was ordered to mewe at
020700H Mar 69 with a jump CP and one mech rifle company from LZ Sharon to
02, ‘he battalion was to regain operational control of B/lefl Inf (M) upon
arrival at 02 wnd to be prepared to attack west to geize hill 162 (YD070635)
in an attempt to prevent enay escape to the nartlmmeste The Brigade jump
CP was also ordered to move to G2 to control the op rations

(4) At 0700 hrs on 2 Mer TF 1-61 Inf (M)moved with the Bde jump CP
to C where TF 1-61 Inf" (M)was reinforced by two (2) Marine plagoonse By
late morning there had been no gl gnificant contact so the 645 east west
gridline was established as a boundary between TF 3=5 Cav and TF 161 Inf (M)
TF 1-61 Inf (M) conducted search and clear operations north of the boundary
while TF 3«5 Cav conducted search and clear operations in the soulharn
portion of A0 GREEl,

(5) Significant contact was never reestablished with the enamy clthou h
several small contacts werc made on 2 and 3 March. By the evening of 3 March
TF 3w5 Cav returned to Con Thien and 02 while TF 1-61 Inf (M) continued
search and clear operations in the wostern half of AQ0 GREEI until 060800H
Mar 69 sfwen the battalion returned to LZ Sharone

(6) Atesults:

a. Enemy: During the battle of Cam Hung the ene lost 118 Nv4 KIA
and 3 individual and 8 crew served weapons capturede INn addition, 212
mortar rounds (10 60mm, 90 82rm and 18 122mm) were captureds

be Friondly: Personnel losses were three (3) US KT4 and thirtyefive
(35)7US WIAs Seven (1), persommel carriers and six (6) taks were damaged
(most of the damage was inflicted by antietank mines).

c. Documents captured during the battle indicate that tyo (2) battalions
tHe 27th IVA Rert were in the CrmHung area giwing the pattle. after
¢ first two days of the battle the enemy moved narthweet into the DMZ and

would not be pursuaede

de Task Force Remagen (16 March - 29 April): Task Force Remsgen was
an armor/mech infaatry task force which opened Route 9 to Khe Sanh, and
conducted recomnaissance in force and strike operation on the Khe Sanh

Plain. From 16 March to 11 fLpril TF Remagen was controlled by TF 1-77
Armor and from. 11l April through 29 April it was controlled by TF 1-61 Inf (M),

(1) Backeround:
(a) Intelligence:

1. Ehewy strength adl disposition in the area of operations was unknown
prior to starting the operation. Intelligence did indicate that highway
926, w ich connected north-south Route 92 in Laos with eremy base areas in
Vietnaon entering U at ID78023; wd running east o 135299 wns being uscd
by the WA to transport men and materials into South Vietnam by wheeled

e b T F T S
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Cover and oconcealment was geed-for-dismoimted txrpops throughout the area
and concealmsnt for tracked wvehicleas would have been good along the Xe Pon
River, where the trees and surrounding vegetation exmpeeded 100 feet in
height in most aress except that the area was so dry that the vehicles
could be easily spotted by the dust that they stirred up as they aovede

AVBL-C
SUBJECT s Operagn
1569,

Le The weather for the period 16 March to 12 April was extremely dry
with no rain, Heat inversion caused the vigiBdlity to be only fair dwring
the period of 26 Mar 69 to 30 Mar 69¢ The reduced visibility was an asset
on the Laotian border, Temperatures ranged from the mid 90®*s to 105° F
during the petiode Throughout the operation the weather in the pass east
of Khe Sanh and running east by northeast was characterized by lc clouds
and fog which lasted until mid moming eagh day, This condition hindered
any alroraft from entering the area of gperations prior to 1000 hrse
During the last two weeks.the weather turmed cool and several rain starms
created trafficability problems in the mowntainous arcass

(2) Qoeration Maine Orag: Based on the reparts of heavy enemy vehicular
traffic along Route 926, and the reports of possible tracked vehicle move-
ment in the area, the 3d Marine Divigion launched Operation Maine Crag onl.
15 March 1969, Operation Maing Crag was designed to be a regimental size
search and clear operation glongz the eastern portion of Route 926 and around
the Iaotim Salient in Quang Tri Province, The 3d Marine egt landed on
LZ88aigon (XDB15275), Paris (XD808236), Hanoi (XD802310) and Sparrow (¥DO505 8).
The Marines mowed east along Route 926 searching for possible enen storage
and assembly aveas trying to find where all of the traffic along Route 926

had terminated,

(3) Mission: The mission of TF Remagen sas togpen Route 9 %o Kbe Sanh
cut Route 926 in support of the 3d Marine Leoglmentts operation Maine Crage
protect the 3d Marine egiment from an attack by an ene . armor thrust
from Laos, ocnduot weoonnaissanco- in force operatianssan the Khe Sanh ~
- ain and to conduct gtrike operations as directed by Task FPorce Hotel.

(L) Concept of operation:

(a) Task Force emagen was to stage at Ca Im (YDOIS4SS) on 16 March
and beginning on the morning of 17 March the Task Force was to move wesh
opening Route 9 to Khe Sanhs The more to Khe Sanh wag to be a deliberate
move with the scouts and engineers clearing the road of mines and cbgtacles,
the mech infantry securing the high ground along the route, and the artile
lery displacing as needed to cover the lead elements of the Task Forcee
After the lead elements opened the route the tank company and Conmand
group were to proceed through to Kh€ Sanhe Fram Ca Lu to Khe Sanh 2149 Km
of Route 9 is nothing but a turning, twisting road cut out of the side of
a gleep ridgelines In shorty, 21,9 Km of Route 9 is perfect ambush country
and TF Remagen was not going to take any chances* After ayriving at Khe
Sanh the Task Force was to proceed south as rapidly as possible to cut
Route 926 and protect the exposed flank and rear of the 3d Marine Regt from
any possible enen armor thrust from Lgos, Because of the need 1o get
astride Route 926 rapidly the Task Force would have to move gl ong the
relativaly easy terrain at the base of the Co oce Once astride Route 926
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TF Re  en was to condm'g- avch and clear ope ations south of the highmwemy
and along the Laotian borders

(b) Aother objective of Task Farce Remagen was to give the enemy cause
to think abow the vulnerability of any equipmend or units thzb he might
try and move from Laos into Quang Tri using the main avenues of approach into
the province. Dy demongtrating the ability of a mech/armor force to
operate in the difficult terrain around and to the gouth of Khe Sanh the -
enerly wuld not only realize the vulnerability of his infiltration routess but
iso the vulnerabilibty of his main lines of comminications in Laos to an
armored thrust would also become quite apparent,

(¢) It was decided that.TF Remagen would operate at Khe Sanh without
a ghound line of commmnicationss Because of the length of the road from Ca
Lu to Khe Sanh the distance that the Task Force planned to move from Xhe
Sanh while operating in. the area, and the limited combat power available
to the task force it was decided not to waste comhat power on the séqurity
of resupply operations. g1l resupply tQ include al. gadfd;  and replace=
ment parts for the vehicles was to be agoomplished by aire

(5) Execution:

(a) At 0600 hrs on 17 March TF Remagen depmrted Ca Lu for Khe Sard,

The scout platoon of the Ist Bn, 77th frmor supported by the attached
ergineer platoons dumers and Avints led the waye FProgress was slow but
steady as bypasses around destroyed bridges were constructed. AVAB!s: wore
used. repeatedly to span washouts and fallen ggﬂggs and the road was swept /
for mineg. The scouts reached D929 at 2015 hr and established a n:!gh'é
defensive pgsition at that o ation, At 1806008 March thg scouts and
eNgineers ypgumad their operations g apramnd. B Crmenw. 1ot BOS 61st
Inf (M) simultaneously displaced fiun Ca Lu and moved tQ secure the high
ground vic XD935110, At 1330 hrg Dtxy 0, 1st n, Oth Artillery (105 SP)
isplaced from Ga Lu to XD921419 to provide fi ¢ support for the Task For e
saents which now.extended along Route 9 from XD913/03 east to Ca Lu.
s nightfall, the scout platoon had. crossed the last barrier to traffic
nd spent the night on the Khe Sanh Platean. Their arrival on the plates
maxied the regpening of Route 9 for armored traffic. A prodigions amount
of engincering effort had boep -requited in the first two days, Thirbeen
(13) bypasses were constructed, the AVIBIs had been launched and recovered
gix (6) times. and enemv antimtank mines were diseovered and destagyed 10
two locations along the route. ¢ ¢ ny, lst Bn, Trth Armor begah moving
waest on Route 9 at 190800H Mar 69. oﬁe ask Force Conmand Group and -

S i

combat trains followed C/l=77 Armor. The nmarch went without incident,
and all Task Force elements had closed on the plateau within five (5) hourse

fba{i elemonts of the Pask Force reached Khe Saih-by noon, where they were
visited by LTG Std1lwell, IV Corps Commandere

(b) On 20 March IF Remagen mored through the abandoned Special Forces
car, 8t Lang Vel (XD795363) and then turned south along the Laotian border
toward Highway 926, At 1520 hx_ on 25 ferch Tm C Linked up with A/1-3
Marihed in the vieinity of Hipghwey 926 and established a night position at
X072 | The babtalion J.27 mortar platoon and the ¢ . 3
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WIPEL (5 coreb thede . Taam C placed an anbush at the point vhe
Highway 926 centepe South Vietnam after crossing the Xe Pon River, This
ambush engaged 3 to 5 enemy moving through the ford site and the enamy
returned firee A search of the area the following maming revealed blood
trails and two 32mm mortar rounds were found at XDT02}24

(c) From 26-29 March 1969, both teams conducted extensive search smd
destroy operations north and south of Route 926 from the Laotian border to
the vicinity of the Laotian Salient_ Approximately 100 square kilometers
were searched with negative results, Highway 926 was found to be a good
dry highway for wheeled vehicles. Observation of the laotian side of the
river revealed numerous huts, bunkers and trailse On the night of 29
Mar Team C started north back to Khe Sanh.

(d) 4t 300720H Mox 69, Team B and the babtolioy mortar platoon bagmn
moving northe They were attacked at 0836 hrs vicinity XD778239 by an unknown
sized enemy force, One tenk was damaged by an anti-tank mine, and another
was struck by an PG, fTeau B returned the f(:lire and swept the area, Three

3 7 ies were foupd.  Team B suffered three (3 d in ion
agn)d ggetz dt;(;f:gg tanks ﬂ repaired in their fild -ﬁ;’.,‘fffff Teaxgc(t) ©
had sent a tamk platoon, proceeded by a mine sweop teams in reaction to
Team BYs firofight, Following the mineswecp tosm, the lead tapk struck whist
was estimated to be two Chinese Conmunist plastic AT mines gtackoed one on
top of the other, The detonation blew sections of tank track 300 meters
from the vohicle, and left a crater seven feet in. diamecter by four feet
decpe  hile securing the damaged tank, and sweeping the area, Team 0 dige
covered and destroyed a large enemy cache at 0790255, The cache con ained
the following::

82vim mortar rounds
60y mortar rounds

1020 with fuzes
218 with fuges

75m recoiless rifle rounds 86,
51 cal M3 rounds 3500
3Tmm rounds 20
7. 9 2ix rounds 1500
RPG boosters 2

Chicom Lt Mx 1
LRy7 aprmnition 3400
TPGw2 , 2
Chicom grenades 2
Mountty 51 cal 2
Gas Mask 300
Plastic antiwbank mine 1

Team Bpassed throug Team C and moved na th to a night position at XD765292
while Team ¢ secured the badly damaged tank. The following moming (310615H

Mar 69) Team B took

one (1) friendly KIA and six (6) WIAe

was placed on the suspe

approximately 100 rds of 82mm mortar, resulting in
Counterbattery fire from G/1-l0 Arty
oted morter position in Laos and the enemy ceased

fire at 065} hrs. At 0855 hrs Team C took throe (3) rounds of 82mm fpq the
Laotian side of the river but there were no casaalties. At 1215 hrey, Team C
o, under mortar and PG fire. A VIR from D Conpany, 1~77 Armor took a RPG
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direct hity detonating 8m store nglde reaulitiing in one (1)

KILy four (4) WIky and a total loss of the VIR, Team C returned fire with
tank gums, suppressing the enany fire.

(¢) From 2 through 6 April 1969 the Task Faroe was imwolwed in ex-
tracting the amaged vehicles and in relog ating beek to the vicinity of
Khe Sanh where extensive m: ntenance was performec, It must be remembered
that all of the replacement parts, to include tracks and power packse
had to bs delivered by air,

(f) on 7 April the Task Farce moved nerth to conduct a recomaissance
in force toward IEZ Alpine (XD755530) with 1. C while Tm B conducted. search

and clear operations westenarthwest of the kKhe Sanh airfield. Dy being

able to move from Khe Sanh to Alpine the armer/mech farce demonstrated that
armor is capable of getting astride all three of the main routes of infil-

tration into Quang Tri Province from Laos.

(8) On 9 April an accident occurred at Vandergrift Combat Dase. Late
in the afternoon a Marine CH-46 crashed and bymed, plaging the Divisionts
forward logistical ort area (LSA), out of operatione -The LSA at
Vandergrift yas the solo msans of swupport for TF Remaen. the 3d Marine
Regt and the 4th Marine .ogte The LSA remaingd ocleed on the 10tk and did
not reopen until 11 pprii, Operations by TF hiemagen were able to continue

unsbated.

(h) On :he night of 10 April 1969, after the IS4 had been closed all

day, C/1~L0 Lrty secured by the battalion headquarters, tank sectiom and
the “scout platoon moved to XD811369 and conducted al artillery roid. Torw
tots cqneisted of 40 to 50 vehicle light vic XD700280, vehicle lights at
iD761320, x0772318, and grids XD7703L0 and¥D770300, Lhe beitery fired 1149
HE, 95 wP, and 70 {1 rounds. There were 45 secondary ezplosiogs, including

6 large flashes. One leaawe fire was startods

() On 11 pril the 1lst b, 6lst Inf (M) relioved the Lst Bn, 77th Armor
s the control headquarters of TF Remagene L4 1345 hrs ths command groupy
scout platoon, morta platoon and support elements of the 1st Bn, 77th Arme
departed Khe Sanh and after a 97,6 Em road march the last elements arrived
at LZ Hancy at 2030 hrs, When the lgt Dn, 61lst Inf (M) arrived at Khe Sanh
it brought with it /161 Inf M), A/1~77 Armor ¢ the scout and mertar
platoons of the 1st Dn, 6lst Inf (M), a self propelled 155mm howitzer bat-
tory (3 howitzers) and two (2) Marine 8 Inch howitzerse The 8 inch
howitzers broke down before they reached Ca Lu and A/1~77 Armor had to drag
them to EKhe Sanh after dark,

() After grrival at Khe Sanh /161 Inf (M) moved toward LZ Alpine
to conduct search and clear operations south of the LZ while D/1-61 Inf M)
and C/1-77 Axmor conducted search and clear operations in_ the vicinity of
Kho Sanh. On the 13th £/1~77 Armor began to move & .rectly south from Khe
Sanh toward LZ Saigon (XD815275) and Route 926 attempting to find a way
through the mountainous terrain tnat would allos. th  Task Force to move

betwe p I {he Sanh without moving along the base of the Co Roc.
FycLassirien

b’ e
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Yirectly west from Khe Sanh the mech/armor force moved toward the border
atempting to make the enemy believe that his lines of commmications in
%08 were in danger, and that he would be gttacked in his sanctuarye The
genr- did not react to the feinte

(1) On 15 April B/1=61 Inf (M) and 0/1-77 Lxmor departed Khe Sanh for
X Sharon and LZ Hancy respectively. As the campanies reached Ca Lu the
tlurnms split. All inoperable vehicles were moved along Route 9 to Dong Ha
ad then down Route 1 to their fingl destination while the remainder of the
nies moved through the newly opened Ba Long Valley roade As B/l«81
If (M) and C/l«77 Lrmor departed Khe Sanh the two (2) 8 inch howlbtzers
4a had accompsnled TF 1lefl Inf (M) on its move to Khe Sanh were re-
trpd to Vandergrift Combat Bagee

(@)) On 19 April the 2d Troop, 7th LRVN Cavy reinforced by the Recon
Ccy st IRV Regt moved from Canp Evans to Ca Iune The following day the
EVF ngved to Khe Sanh and yas placed under the operational control of TF
lomnpen, 4 ter arriving at EKhe Sanhh the AWV conducted search and clear.
yeragtlons north of the airfield and then west toward the Laotian border.

(n)} On 21 April 4/1=T7 Armor reached Highway 926e¢ After spending
the nifht astride the highwmy, A/1-77 Atmor returned to LZ Saigon #dile
4/1eb61 Inf (M) moved through the tank company, turned east on Highway 926
omd condwied search md clocar operations near the Laotian Salient in

she vicinity of D}B85225,

(0) On the 23rd the elements of TF Remagen that had been working along
Highway 926 begst their move back to Khe Sanhe The last el ment returned
to Khe 8mh on 2l April and the Task Force performed md ntenange in pree

paration for its scheduled move to LZ Sharon on 26 Aprile

(p) At ¢330 hours on 25 pgn43 an estimated pyp battalion ahgtacked the
2d Troop, 7# LRVl Cav which was located at XDBI24J0 The attack started
with a heavy mortar barrage which lasted for about one hour (one mortar
round landed near the FDC track of C/I=l0 Arty killing the battery executive
officer and wounding every man in the FDC)e "Following the martar fire the
enany attatked the ARVN position using RPGts, small arms fire, atomatic wWege
pons fire flamethrowors and si .__ satchel chargese At 0600 hours the enemy
braoke cqrgac'b leaving behind 33 BVA KIA. A further search of the area re-
sulted ir the capture of 22 AK=4T78s, four (L) B~lf) launchers, one (1) Bali
launcher, two (2) IMBs, one (1) bangalore torpedos two (2) pole charges, 50
Chicom grenades, 300 satchel charges and one (1) flamethrower, Friendly
casualijes weres cight (8) ARVN KIA, IO ARVN WIL, one (1) Australian
advisor KI4, two (2) US advisors WIA, two (2) US KIA and three (3) US WlAd.
Three (3) ARV personnel carriers were destroyed and one (1) tank from 4/1=77

Armor was damagede

(q) The move from Khe Sa.h was postponed wmtil 28 April to allow Task

Faree Demagen time to conduct a thorough search for the enemy At 0300
hrs on the 28th the enemy attacked once againe This time—the-magin, ack was
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directed against Ce 4, lst-Bny-6lst-Inf (] h wes located zt XDBLS3I00,
The company was alerted just prior to the start of the attack by a lise
tening post which gprung an arbush on the eneny as they were moving into
position. -The en  attack was supported by kPG, mortar, small ms and
automatic weapons firee Throwing satchel charges and uvsing flame devices
the enenly charged from the southwest but was unable to penetrate the per-
ineter, At approximately 0540 hrs the ememy broke contact and disappeared
into the night. While 4/1=61 Inf (M) was under attack both 2/7 &RVE and
the Task Force OP were probed by the enemy ground forces. 2/7 [RV moved
to A/1-61 Inf 8§ location and swept the arca. The clay was spent attempting
to regain contact and at 1100 hrs C/l-ll Inf was air assaulted into an’ iZ
near the Khe Sanh giirfield, Contact was not re-established.

1. Friendly ¢asualties were five (5) _ and 35 WlA. Tn addition,
two (2) 105n SP howitzers and one M5L48 Bargo carrier were damaged 1ile one
(1) ML13A4L personnel carrier, one (1) MyBA3 tank, one (1) water trailer and
one (1) M548 were destroyeds(one of the MBUO8s was loaded with 105mm am-
munition which exploded causing most of the friendly casualties).

2. The eneny lost 34 WA Il and abandoned the followng equipment:
15 MRli7s, one (1) IPD, two (2) iPGm2s, 500 satchel charges and 76 RPG
roundse

(z) Enemy units involved in the contacts of 25 and 28 April have been
idontificd as elements of the 57th and 9th LRegts, 30Lth 1VA Dive

(@) Lt 0700 hrs on 29 April TF Remagen began its move from Khe Sanh
back to its hon base, Because of the enamy attacks on the 25th and 28th
it was anticipated thet the enemy had ained the road from Khe Sanh to Ca
Lu and that he wmipht try and attack the Task Fcrc while it was on the
roade The move to Ca lu was slow and careful but by 12l hrs the lead
elemont had reached Ca Lu without incident and by 2150 hrs the last voher
icle returmed to LZ Sharon, a distance of 80 grueling kilometerse

(6) Iogisticst DBoaanse the bridges behind TF lemagen were removed the
operation was a test of the ability to resupply, and keep an armored farce
operable without the use of ground lines of commmnicabionse ™ Brigade
established a forward support element (FSE) at Vanderpgrift Combat Base
where supplies and regair arts were assembled for shipment by helicopter
to TF Remagens Both battalions maintained conbat trains with TF Remagen
which consisted of tracked maintenance and resupply vehicles, the majarity
of the mechanies and a portion of the battalion supply sectione At Vander-
grift, with the FSB_ the battalions maintained their PLL personnel and
most of the remainder of their supply sectionse

(a) &11 types of Glass | wre available at Vandergrifte Sundry packs
were issued on the basis of one (1) pack per 100 men every two (2) dayse
The USMC Class I point issued one (1) A=tation meal per day. Because of
the difficulty of distributing A-rations, Cerations were used about 90%

of the time. MeLAsSing
1 “ELASSIFIED
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(b) Class III was avoidehle.sxcop e Special items such as< OHel

(cherry juice) and LSA (lubricating oil, salefluid) in large containerse
By anticipating requirements, suffieient quantities of padkaged POL were
ardeved from Brigade stocks to ot demands as they arose. Five-hundred.
gallon rubler drums were used to carry 75,000 gallons of fuel to the mam

euver olementse

(¢) There was no difficulty in rawing mmunitione The Brigade Sel
and the Marine Logistics Support Unit (LSU) Conmander arranged an ammmdbion
accountability transfer that enabled the TF Remagen Swli to draw Class'¥
quicklye - Specialized items such as LiOmm antimeiroraft (duster), ﬁ,, .
claymoressy and hand flares were not available in large quantities sould
he ordered through the LSU. HNonwemergency delivery was normally made _s2
days after ordering, The 105m battery fired over 7,000 rounds and the
8lmr mortars fired approximately 4,000 rounds during the first three weeks

of the operatione

(d) The USM LSA scheduling system for helic pler logistical suppaort
caused the greatest loglstical problems, Helicopters were not dedicated
to the suppart of TF Remegen and the LSA scheduling system requires precise
locations and times for delivery the aftemoon befare the supplies are to
be delivered, With all units maneuvering, it. was extremely difficult to
corply with the LSA gysteme A better resupply system would have been for
the USMC to apply all helicopter support to its_ priorities until TF Remagen
was in a position to be resupplied; then occpeontrate on TF Remagen needs
until completed, With an average of 30 minutes per gound txdp, four (§4))
‘heavy lift @R-47) helicopters could have met TF Remagents average daily
resupply requiremonts in 1 hours. In adddition a Brigade UHel was used
daily for retail distribution of the parts, mail aa d meals from the combat
trains areas to the userge -

(e) Séeonhd echelon maintonance support was availsble from the cambat
trains and a contact team from D Company, 75th Suppert Battalion was in
.6 £ield duwing most of the operation to provide divect support. In ade
Gition the Drigade provided repair parts and direct support maintenance
for the Troopy 7th KV Cave HWhils operating under combat conditions,
the maintenance teams performed all required functions to include the puls
I1ing of power packs to adjust or roplace thems

(f) Pollowing is a summary of the logistical activities required to
support TF liemagene It must be remembered that all resupply; to include
replacement. parbe  ch as powsw packs, -wis; accomplished by aire

CIaSs It

Moals 93 pallets (55,662 mals)
Sundry packs 96

cLASS 111

Mogas
Diesel
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Brake fiuid
GAL

ISA

GO 90

Hydraulio £Iudd

CLASS V
105m
e

Q0mn. tank
050 cal
7 621m1

Hand flares
Frag grenades

gn
40m (duster)

865 gallona.
980 gallona
330 gallons
5 gallons
110 g

56 _allons
90 gallons
71 gallons

83883 rounds
1,677 rounds
2’338 rounds
522 rounds

59 200 rounds
170,800 rounds
5760 rounds
62l

606

1,0k rounds
400 rounds
12,256 rounds

CL/SS IX: Items. listed below are items that were replacede This

Goeg not include it
field.

1-77 frmor (16 Mar - 11 fpr)

TAIKS
IEngine 3
Transirission 2
Starter 1
Track 3
Comp Idler fom 1
MOG
Y/final drive 2
Track 2
Generator
Comp Idler & h 3
177 fxmor (16 Mar - 11 fpr
M{113AY/1677AL
Engine 3
Track 6 gey

Transmission 0
Final Drive 3

sots

that were "pulled" and adjusted or repaired in the

{@AND TOTALS

o o

v

1
1

161 Mech (12 for . 28 spr)e

Mi1381/M5TTAL

agine: 6 9
Track 7 sots. I3
Transmission' U h
Final Drive ’
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177 dxmor (16 Mar = 1T A 12 4pr = 28 4pr).

M1106A1 M106AL

Engine 1 Engine 1 2
M 12541
Engine 1 1
Transmission 1 1

# Vehicles not repaired by 28 April were evacuated with the move of the
Task Force to LZ Sharone

(1) For fartyeseven (47) days an armor/mech force had operated in
the northwestern mountains of South Vietnam along the Laotian ba der, BExcept
for the early marning hours of 25 and 28 April no mgjor battl s were
foughty but the 1st Bde 5th Inf Div (M) had proved that amar can omrate
in difficult terrain over extended distances without a growd line of
commmicationaes In moving at will from Alpine to Route 926 along the
Iactia border Task Force llamagen has given the enemy cause for CORCEIMe
The enemy? lin a of commnicabions in Laos are vulnersble. A tank infantry
foree, which is +tobally supplied by air and therefare not mbject to being
destroyed by cuttdng off its logistical tail, could enter Laosy move to
Loute 92 then twrn gouth and etrike along the tHo Chi Minh Traill,

6e Montana Manler (22 March - 2 April): Dy 22 fJarch available infore
nation indicated hat. elements of the 27th WVA Regt were again operating in
the area in whiej the battle of Cam Hung had been fought eadlier in the
monthe During the periol 1522 March the Can Lo (¥D128595) area and Route
9 from Cam Lo to Vandergrift Combat Base (YDOO0L90) experierced a significant
increase in eaely activity which was characterized by minings, harassing
:rtar firve, }PG fire, small arms fire and mmerous enemy sightingse
..o nature of the enemy activities indicated that the 27th Regt probably had
20 nigsios of interdicting Route 9. To determine the enemy situation
ond atterpt to eliminate the enemy threat to louté 9 a reconnaissance in
force operation was to be conducted by TF 3-5 Cave TF 3«5 Cav was to move
through +he Khe Chua Valley searching the draws conducting recomnaissamce
by fire; and attempting to galn contact with elements of the 27th HVA Togt..
that yure believed to be operating in the area, The general trace of the
reconnaissance in. force was to be as follows: ¥D143616, YDOLD620, YDOOOE0O,

(1) Operation Montana Mauler began on 22 March when TF 3=b Cav departed
C2 and headed through the Kho Chua Valley, Initially Montana Mauler was
a reconnalssance in force operation in which a cavalry squadron using two
amored cavalry troopss a combat engineer platoon and two light infantry
platoons searched for the enemy, locatedhim and developed the ' tuation for
the Brigade, Once the situation had been developed the Brigade then conpe
mitted two lEght infamtry battalions (one US and one MRVN) to assault the
enemy ‘s pogition and destroy him in place, As the infantry closed with the
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around the friendly forceg to the opposite sitle of the battle area to
assume a screening mlssion in order to protec e infantry battalions

from enemy attacks Z2aunched £rom within the DMZ,

LVDI~G
SUBJECT:

(2) During the first two days of the operation enemy contact yag frge
quent but gporadic, On the third day TF 3«5 Cav encountered the primary
defensive positions of the enemy, Two (2). companieg were entrenched in
oamouflaged bunkers at YDOU662k and DOL1IS1S with 2 light screering force
established between the two positions. I/3=9 Marines air assaulted in%0
the battle during the afternoon and wag placed OFCON to TF 35 Cave
Fighting was heavy on the 2Lth until the late afternoon when the eneny; now
estimated to be a battalion in gtrength, began % diminish hig attackse
During the evening of 2l March it was decided that the Bikyation had
been sufficiently developed by TF 3eb Cav to commdll two (2) Ctaganies and
the battalion headquarters of the lst Bn, J1thhInf to the flght,

{3) During the afternoon of 2- M¥arch A and B Campanies and the battalion
; g of the 1lst Bn, 11th Inf air assaulted Ixtto an IZ on the high

grount narth of the previous dz s battle (Y00 3623)e The battalion f{w)
landed vithout incident and throughout the day contact was light and #paradie
for both battalionse The lack of contact in the valley on 25 March gave
cmuse to suspect that the VA had mowd northe Accordingly plans Were nxle
for the at Dny 11th Inf (-), with I/ 3«9 Marines OPOON, to move north to
regadin contacthe

(&) 24 March turmed out to be the first of four (L) days of heavy

fighting foy the lst Dne 11th Infe At 0330 hrs the battalion was attatked
by small arms. automatic weapongs BPFG!s and mortar fire from the narthy west
and eagbe At 0800 hrs the battalion jumped off in the attack and almost
ismedisxboly contact was gained. Airetriltes and artillery pounded the eneny
poaitiong but with each pass the Ilghter airoraft @l ~Lee hes¥y voium
of automatic Weapong fire and the enemy refufisd to WdgSe After S¥periancing

ot diffioult_ with the eneml and the heat (the first time &.nce Upjober
nt the wonthey had been hot; 108° F) the 11 Inf returned to their
;ositions of the previous night and prepared to fvsume the uvuvass on thce &idlia

(5) The 1mtBne. 1lth Inf bagan to attack north at 0745 hrs on 27 rexcue
Aand B Co's metstrong resistance but by noon the wuuy had been rooied
out of his hunkers on the intermediate objective and by/imil aus was air
assaulted into a position north of the main €BOWY poaition (Hill 7o &t

(@ As C/1=1l Inf air assaulted into their M it was HaRSWAWLY
brought under intense encmy mortar firc from the RATMGSTe The Soipauy
commender was womded and evacuated and the mortar attack did not »vwp until
alrstrikos could be placed on the mortar positionsde

(b) Durine the afternoon A and B Cols pressed on and scized their
objectivesg but the enem immediately counterattacked each S@banye By 1717
hrs the aname attacks were repulsed but the price had been nlghe B Co lost

T £ 44 (  COPE wewy ~ far its FO who commmded the company throughout
I thrt—had-bes

the afternoone A4t 1800 la.onsof D : Peen‘ld
24 -5th Cav mo e i "ﬁﬂ el ‘, N@lﬁ&gﬂ?ﬁg@
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(c) The day had cost the lst-Bo L
30 WIAe Enemy casualtiss for the day were

(6) 28 March was devoted to cleaning up small pockets of enemy resis-
tance, resupply and reorganization. Although no major engegemsnts took
place the casualties remalned 2ighe The 1st Bny 11th Inf suffered one (1)
KIA and L6 WIA while 60 NVA were killed.

(@) Since the 26th the 3-5 Cav had remained in the Khe Chua Valley,
On the 28th the Squadron was given the mission of moving to the right flank
of the battle area to be in a position on the 29th to supprt C/lell Inf
on Hill 208 YDO436ll)e The cavalry moved into position, and dwrdng the
night A Troop received two (2) probing attackse

(b) During the course of the battle on 28 March it became evident that
the Drigade did not have the forces in the battle area to completely encircle
the enemy and prevent his escape. Coordination was made dth the 2d ARWY
et let MRVI Div and it was decid to commit the 1gt Bns 29 Vi IRegt
to the operation.. Plens called for the battalion to be air assaulted on to
H1] 262 (YDO318Ll) during the morning of 29 March in an abtempt to block
escape routede

(7) 29 Yarch was tho last day of heavy fighting,e

(a) Action was initiated when D/1-11 Infj moving to secure a position
in support of an air assault by I/3=9 Marire 8y was'engaged by an WA farce
in a bunker complexs Nontoxic riot control agents, airstrikes and small
armg fires were used to root the eneny out of his pesitions, hile the
air assault of I/3=9 Marines was: in rogress elonents of A/1-11 Inf, which
had been moving north along a ridge YD036635), came under heavy cognterattack
by an estimated IIVA Goe The ene attacked from the north and attempted to
sut off the Jead platoons 4As B/1-11 moved to reinfarce A Co both companies

me under heavy mortar attack. The enemy attack was beaten offy but
rouchout the yemainder of the day the 1st En, 11th ©nf ocontinued £ receiwt
sporadic mortar five,

(b) The planned air assault of hill 262 by the 1st Bny, 2d ARVE Regt
was changed and the 1st and 3d companies landed on an IZ at YD) 63646
while the 2d and kth companies landed on an LZ at YDO67655¢ After lmnding,
12 [RVN moved toward the s uhern boundary of the DMIin an attempt to
cub off the enemy escape routese Only sporadic contact was made by the
ViVbattalion during the daye

(c). Results for 29 March weree 19 friendly WIA, 45 enemr KIA and two
) enemy 02rm mortars destroyede

(8) On the 30th and 31st of March the lst Bngy 11th Inf searched the
battle area while 1-2 VN moved to and searched along the southemmn-edge
of the IM: west of Con Thien from YDOS5685 to YDO35675, TF 3-5 Cav, rein-
forced by the 3d Go, 2d Dns 2d ARVN Regt screened the northern flant of the
battle area and htained . one troop reaction force at Con Thien, Significant
pround cantact s not rcestablished by the lst Bn, 1lth Jn? >

MRITIYALEL]
71
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5th Cav but at 1102 hours ric—¥90 23 an h Cots 1lst Bn3 24

Wy RB{,'b made contact with an estlmafpd QW Co | ‘-)0 The enellly broke
contact at 1530 hits leaving 15 dead behinds the ARVN suffeled no friendly

KIAvs.

(9) Thelast two days of Qperation Montana Maulery 1 and 2 April  were
without contacte The sb Bn, 11th Inf conducted search and clear operations
back over the battle area moving east-southeast looking for bypassed enemy
positions and personnel. 1-2 ARVE continued &bg search along the southern
boundary of the I and then joined TF lwll Inf and searched the ncrthsrn
half of the battle area. TF 3-5 Cav contimed to screen the northern {lank,

(10) During Operation Montana Mauler the lst Inf Bde, Sth Inf Div (M)
had been in contact with at least two battalions of the 27th WA Regts Docu-
ments captured during Oporation Montana Mauler identified the 3d and gth Cots
1st Bny, and 2d and 3rd Cols 3d Bnj} 27th lIV4i 'Roegte The losses suffered by
the 27th Rogb have greatly reduced the combat effectiveness of the Regt and
indications arc that the Regt has returned to MNorth Vietname Since the
completion of Operation Montana 4mler enew_ initiated inciderts in the
Cam Lo area and along Hwy 9 have significantly decrcasode

(11) Results:
(a) Friendly Oasualtios:

Kiz 21 (XecS) i 0 22
WIL 150 11 010 171
DOW 2 0 0 2

(b) Enemy Casualties:

(1) Cumlative: KEAt 27h, » O, CIVDEFs O, HOL CHARE O, IWCe 31,
CSiCs 17

(2) Inflicted by US Forces: KIAs 24, FW: Q, CIVDEF 0, HOI CHANE Op
Dz |7, CS3 &

(3) I flisted by [RVNe KIA: 28, Ps 0, CIVIEF: O, HOI CHANH O, T . 1,
CSWC: 11

fo Ellis lavinoc (8 Jpeil - 15 April): On 8 &ril the 1t Inf Dley %h
Inf Ddv (M) began a combined search and clear, and road building operatim
in the Ba Long Valley wes% of Quang Tri City. The oppration was conductel
in. coordination and cooperation with the Ist and 2d LRVN Rleghs and lasted

mtil 15 April.

{1) Elements of the Brigade that participated in the Opration were
the 1t Dn, 11th T and the 3d Squadron, Sth Cave The 1st Bn, 11th Inf
was reinforced by the addition of one Cav Troop (841~12 Cav) and an engineer
platoon {Reinf) from the organic Brigade Engineer Companpy—AL7-Engr), while
the 3d 8qdn. 5th Cav consisted of A and B Troops 3:5 D Al -an
a reinforced engine

Y 4 - - - - - 11 - v
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(2) TP 3w=5 Cav mored-to-Ca-Lu (I -8 7 Aprll and began operations
into the valley from the wegte TF l=ll Inf departed LZ Sharon on 8 April
and entered the valley from the eagbte The task forces conducted yecons
naissance in force and search and clear operations designed to degtroy the
enemy anx! his caches in the valleye 48 the battalions me ed into the

valley they built a road from Phuoc¢ Mon (D308469) to Oa Iue On 11 Lprid
the engineer platoons opened the road to tracked wehied s but much w rk
remained to be done before the road Was passable to whecled vehiclese

On 13 April TF 3= OCav departed the valley for operations in ®Ieatherneck
Square® and TF 1-11 Inf remained in the valley until 15 April when the road
had been made passable to wheeled wehiclese Ihe only enenmy contact duxing
the operation by elements of the Brigade was mMad® on 13 April when 2 /B/l"l
Inf spotted two (2) VC on a trail and killed one of them.

(3) While the Bde was bunilding the road the 2d ARV Regt landed one
battalion at IZ Holcomb (¥D119432) and conducted search and clear operations
in the mountains narth of the Ba Long valley (See Imclosure 6)* South of
the valley the 1lst ARVN Tegt landed one battalion at LZ Bavis-Hill (¥D253290)
and conducted search gnd clear operations toward the north. No major con-
tacts were gained by either Reglmente

(4) Ellis Ravine had not resulted in th+ destruction of any enemy
forces or cachesy but an alternate gupply route was opened between Quang
Tri Conbat Base and Vandergrift Combat Base.

ge Summary: During the repa ting period the Brigade prored that a
Mechanized Infantry Brigade is-capable of operating in rough terrain without
gromd lines of comumications, fichting main force WA Reglmer ts and working
closely sith the GVNl forces in the pacification efforte Total results for
the reparting period were:

Enemy KIas 581 (h26 VA, 155 VC)

Ener POWs 30 (12 Nva, 18 VO) !

Hoi Chanhs 7 (4 at Khe Sanh)

Individua) Weapons Captuped: 132

Crew Served Weapons Captureds 19

Civil Defendentss 20

2- AECTION 10 - IESSOiS IELRIEDs

WNTGLADODIE LW
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a. Porsonnels None
b. Operations:

(1) Encwy mining:

(a) Observation: Plastic nines have taken a heavy toll in domapged
vehicles and casualties. BEnemy mining usually follows recent use of a road

or trail.

(b) Evaluation: It is not always feasible to conduct deliberate mine
sweep operations in front of an armored column duo to the resultant delaye
Even with mine detection equipment, it is very difficult to insure that all of
the mines have been located. A strong contributor to mine damage is repassaze
ovor an agroa within a short time span. The eneuly observes armored movem.nt
and can asswx that the force will be required to retrsce its steps.. When this

18 so, he mines in the probable area of fravele.

(c) Tecomcndations Lrmor movement should be planned to avoid using the
same route more than once during an operatione If the route must be used more
than once, there ghould be ambushes or other forms of security placed alope
the road to prevent cnemy mining incidents, or the road must be swopt again.
Whercover possible, armored vehicles should not double back on their old tracks.

(2) Tactical Dozcrs:

(a) Observation: Dozers were used in support of armor operations to con-
struct ploneor roads concurrent with the movement of the wmain body of tanks,
iPCs and sclf-propellsd artillery, or to construct tactical crossings where
obstacles halt cross counbry movemonts iload construction is often not estab-
lishod as a separate offort preceding or following tactical operations.

(b) Evaluation: In the above role, the cduzers are expected to maneuver
;7ith the tanks APCs but the standard cngineer dozer is not capable of
traveling at the specd of a tank. The CV and the dozer tank are capable of
traveling with the tanks and personnel carricrs but they have proven to be
unroliable, and the blade of both is relatively uwmaaneuvcrable,

(¢) DReconmendation: It is recommended that an armored dozer be develop-
cd that is capable of traveling at the speed of armorod vehicles over extonde

od distances, and performing caith moving tasks similar to thaso of a stan-
dard bulldozer.

(3) Tawployment of Iiproved Conventional wnitions (ICM) on Seismic
Intrusion Device (SID) Detected Tarsctsas

(a) bservation: The employment of ICM on SID dotected bargets has
povx N tu be an extremcly affoctive means of engaging the cnemy.

(b) Evaluation:
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detected targebs has produ d severtee (17) confirmod eneny ZILse The key

to the employment of this unition lies in the ability of the firing elsment
to place accurate and timely fires on the target area within seconds after the
eneuy is cetectedi The coiputation of firing data for this type of mmnltdon
is time conmsuming, thus timely fircs can be delivered omly- if data is computed
prior to activation of SID.

9e

() Recamendation: It is recomsended that data for the use of IC an
SID detected targets be recomputed each time a meteorological messape is re-
ceived by the fire direction center. By using this mothod of computing firing
data, fires have been placed on SID detected targets in as little as eighteen
(18) seconds.

(4) Addition of a Fourth Firing Battery to the D frtillery Battalions

(a) Observation: During the nine months this Drigade has been in Vietnam
the need for additional organic artillery support has been apparente

(b) Eveluation: During the nine months this Drigado has been in Vietram,
it has been hebitually responsible for areas of operations which have boon oo
larre to be coverecd complctely by three organic 155mm (SP) Howitzer battericge
By careful selection of firing positions it has been possible to maintain mrtual
fire support betwoen adjacent firing batterics, but the massing of fires of all
three DS battordies has proven unabteinablee Hormally this Drifade has orpanie,
attached or oporgticnal control of from four to six battalion size maneuvor
clements. As a result the DS artillery battalion normally ¢ontrols the fixes
of from four to six batteries of artillery. The additional batteries of artis
llexy are normally provided from XXIV Corps &rtillery resources. Due to the
nature of this low-intersity conflict, maneuvering forces are often employed
as incenencdent platoon, scuad and fire team sizc elements. This increases
the mount of area covered, requires forward obgerver teams below company leve.d
nd increases the requirement gor DS artillery fires. In addition to the

meibilities inherent to the DS artillery wission, direet support artillery
Are is provided in Vietnam on an area basis to ALV! units, EF and FF units,
combincd Letion Groups, Long am. e Lecct issance Patrols, ang Toems and
Special Forces Teamse

¢) lecommendation: That a fourth orgamic firlr battery, prefeyably
a 105mm towed battery, be added to the DS artilicyy battalion. This wouta pro-
vide the Drigade with organic, helicopter liftablo artillery for support of
its foot-mobile infantry battalion. The addition of a fourth firing battery
would not require am significant augmentatlon of personnel or equipment
authorized the HQ an service battery of the DS artillery battalion.

(5) Tactical Fords:

(a) Observations When moving mechanized forces through difficult terrain,
or constructing a tank~trail, a tactical =< t mothod of crog.

ging streams or ddy ‘gaps.

(b) Evaluati ont Bridging and culve ficul o transport
on tactical oporationg gy MLatived ypudine polyland o action and rain
once implacede A sin i hy sty
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construct a tactical ford using lccally aveidbble material. First, push large
boulders or blast rock into the gap, then place smaller rock on top of the
boulders. The large rock contains gaps which allows the water to f£low through
the ford, while the smaller rock provides a compact roadway for the wohicles,
The tactical ford is less vulnerable to enemy action than a bridge or culvert,
requires no transport prior to construction, and is less likely to wash out durir
heavy rains than either a bridge or a culvert. The tactical ford requires very

little maintenance.

(¢) Recommendation: WHhen the proper materials are available, it is
recormended that tactical fords, not bridges or culverts, be used in the con-
struction of tank trails or obstacle crossings.

(6) Performance of the MjSA3 Tank:

(a) Observation: The M843 tank, as cmployed by the Brigade, has per-
formed in an outstanding manner.

(b), Evaluation: During the reporting period, %043 tanks were issued to
rcplaco the MiOARC tank. The mproved characteristics of the 3 were immediately
obvious and gave the Brirade the capability to go places and do things not
formerly possible with the f2C. With the increasod cruising range over the
goesoline drivon [2C the unit =as able to maneuver in the 40 for up to four (It)
days without fuol resupplye The power of the enpgine and the roliability of the
power train pormitted tauks to olimb steep slopes, and mancuver in mountainous
Jangzle torrain.

c. Training: Training of Unit CBR Perscnncls

4y Obgervation: Turnover of porsomncl in Victnas plus applications of
chomical mateorial not encountered in COHUS or Europe result in a lack of trained

i personnel t it lovel,

(2) Evalaation: Unit (DIl officers and! HCOs can b: trained by chemical
porgoniel at Brigade and Division level. The §6th Chemical Detachment assisted
in conducting three, 8 hour unit chemical operations courses between the poriod
2l February tv 4 April.  Significant improvement in unit chemical operations,
cspecially maintenance of CBI cquipment, has been observed as a result of this
trainin{_:.

(3) Iocommendations That other organizstions present gimilar courses
to train unit CDOpcrsonnels. The program of instruction presented by the 1st
Brigade, 5th Infantry Division is included as inclosure 7.

d. Intolligonce: Aerial Photographs:

(1) Observation: Aerial photos werc requested for upconing operations on
two different occasions. FEach tim they ware rcquostcd scventy-two (72) hours
prior to the time they were nccded. On each occasion neither the readout of
the photographs nor the photosrephs themselves were recuived until after the

omrmﬁqggmm ~ ~ !'ﬁ'xé\Ll
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(2) Evaluation: It for the read-out and photow

1969.
graphs to be processed. It normally takes 5iX days to receive any resulis,

(3) Recommendation: It is recommended that the Brigade be authorized to
place requests for aerial photography directly to XXIV Corps, and that the
resultant photography be sent directly to the Brigade ML detachment for read-
out. This system would cut out several time consuming steps in the processing
of aerial photographs and ‘the read-out of the photography by the Brigade!s
detachment would insure that the information required by the Brigade was pro-
cessed as rapidly as possible. If the above system ¢an not be adopted then
it is requested that the aerial photographic support system in northern I Corps
be examined with a view toward shortening the time lapse between request ana
delivery of information.

e. Logistics:
(1) Fuel Transfer Pump:

(a) Observation: Due to the requirements for resupply of fuel to a come
pany that is some distanoe from the forward support 8réa, a fuel TanKker, wivn
socurity, must be sent to that unit thus diluting the combat power of the unit
involved. A more adequate system is needed for units that are isolated, or
at a great distance from the Iorward support area. A gravity feed system was
vsed by C/1-77 Armor during TF Remagen, but this system requires a VIR to

lift the fuel bladders

(b) Evaluation: 4An electrical pump system is required for transfer of
fuel from a rubber fuel pod that has been airlifted to the using ¢lomenve

(c) Recommendation: An electrical purp system be made for transfer of
fuel from a rubber fuel pod that has been air lifted to the using element.
This pump system can be made using a M113 bilge pumpe Conponents needed to

sricato this pump are: Valve assy for the pods hose assy rubber FSN:
.120~718=6020: hose assy rubber FSN 720~718=~6013; nozzle, fuel FiN 47 s~
4623 bilge punp FS 2580-697-56L33 toggle switch for cutting on &ha it}
male connection to hose assembly to be welded to the bilge pump; and L
conmection FSN L9Li0w=360<0711le The power to operate the pump can coms from

any vehicle.

(2) Use of 500 gallon POL bladder:

(a) Observation: The 500 gallon rubber POL bladder is easily Gaugou
by aerial movement.

(b) Evaluation: The rubber POL bladder has heavy metal reinforcements

at-ench end for lifting straps. If the filled biaaqer is slung by a strap
on cach end. the cylinder rotates in flight, often aamaging the viaauie

(¢) Recammwndations The filled bladder should bc slung by attaching
two lifting straps to the same end. This prevents rotysien-d i
minimizos damage t o the tank .

(3) Operation: _ » poF g ;;'7-\
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(a) Josorvation: WHilo operating-on-sandy terrain near Wunder Beach

in the Northern I Corps Tactical Zone, maintenance of tracked vehicles bew
came a major problem due to an increase in suspension system component failures.

(b) Evaluation: Sandy Terrain and beaches cause track vehicle suspension
Eystems to wear out much faster than normal operations. Normal FPL1 stocks are
quickly depleted and suspension system repair parts become critical items.
Complete replacement of road wheels end sprockets can be expected every 90-120
days (ML13A1 sprockets must be replaced every 30-45 days).

(c) Recommendation: Units alerted to operate in sandy or beach areas
should increase their ASL/PIl of suspension system repair parts. Increased
attention to operator and organizational maintenance is also reguirdde

f.  Organization: None
g. Communications:
(1) FH Retransmission:

(a) (bsorvations During TF Remagen the Brigade was required to establish

a FM retransmission station at FSB Cates. FSB Cates cannot be reached by
vehicle and the retransmission unit had. to be airlifted into position,

(b) Bvaluations. Such a mission requires a lightweight;  portable and
sturdy mount for the AN/VRC 49, The mount must include a location 28 antennas
and a power supblye The need for this type of mount is not limited to TF
Remngen, On meny airmobile operations a“FM retransmission station has.been
established on remote Fire Support Bases, and in this AO the 3rd Marize Recon
Bn (A IRRP Bn) is constantly establishing isolated retransmission &t&iions on

isolated hilltops.

(c) Rocommendgbions It is recomended that a mount for the-&8/7 49
. doveloped that can be used as mentiocned abqve, as well as in a vehicle.

(2) K4C Codes:

(a) Observations The. KAC codes now issued to Army units.have prowd
ipractical for. troop use in the field.

(b) Evaluation: The. small printing and slow decryption and encryp:ion
have caused units not to use the authentication/mmerical code. Iigencimie
ment with the published, approved codes.has resulted in SAIE units avtenting
to develop their-own shackle® codess The use of such an'insecure code 28

dangerous to unit secwrity,

(¢) Recommendationt It is recommended that an approved and silmplitid
authentication/mmerical. cods be deweloped to replace the KAUS now in us§o
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SUBJECT s Opzmtional Report - essens-learned for Period Ending 30 April
19690

A fast, reliable, code suitable—f£or use in he_li&;ﬁ s and moving trackesd

vehicles, and legible under low ambient light condithons would natorially
improve comunications security.

. D . [TRE M, GIDSD
_/?l‘mgflgade Task Oren ::;"—\ /'égf 54
2. Overlay: 0, 1st Bdsy th Inf Commanding
Div (Moch)
3¢ Overlay: Qperation Cam Hung
Overlay: Operation Montana Mauler
~Qverlay: TF Remagen AO
Overlay: Operation Ellis Ravine
Program of Instruction - Unit Chemlcal
Operations Course

DISTRIBUTION:

2 - CINCUSLRPLC ATTN: GPOPODT PO 96558
2 - HQ, USA: ALTTHs AVHGC~-DST

3 - CGy XXIV iorps ATIN: G=3

CALL]Y
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NIT CHEMIGLL OPERATIONS COTS

N Ll wrs L
URG) ASSIED
—_—

1. JROPTVRE: 1O quaddry personnel at unit q,m7 46 aamm e VNIt My
officcrs and :COse

2. SCOPLis Instrvetion is ¢ to train individuals in:

a  Operation and. maintonanco of chemical cquipmont authorized at unit
lovel

b. Flome warfarec,

ce wleyiont of riot control arents (RGL)e

d. Detocctdon of and protection against hostilo enploymont-of TB weaponss
3. DULTIONs O hours (1 day)

lie STUDELTS PE CLALSSt 15 (win 10, max 20, class .gize-to.boc based.on brim...
ado requirerents thrce woeks prior to class)e

De CLASSTS P&3YEMs 6 (llovo: Initially, classes will be condueted monthly
iraa g‘ebruar:; thru fpril. Thereafter, classes will be conducted every othor
nonth

6. STUDEI'TS R iEMts 100, based on requiroment for additiomnl duty COR
personnel throv + th bri ades

7,1 P BYUISLITLESS 5-9r oboves 180 days remaining in RVI uwpen complotion-
O cwrste Sceourit: clearancc, confidential.

Yo  FLCILITILAS LSQUINEDs .Classroun, training aids as prescribed in.lesson

9, QCL4SSE TO UE)COIDUCTLDS
Outline of Coursc Mateirdial

SECURITY
TITL: LENGTH CLLSSIFICIT IO UBJECTIVE-
Role of Chemiecal 20 Min Unclas . L Introduction to course mat-
xeratims in Coune  Conference arial, . Brief deseriptian of

wy Ingurgency .. use of RGA..flax and horbe
-.  icides in combat oporations
Enemy-equipment and uso of
) " RCA and flesx - Provido
|f general lmowledge of provige

16 Drigadc SOP

LA AEET

Inclogure 7 BLLEEE 5.
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TITLE
EDR

Protoetiveo
Iwnsks and Relzicd
Equipment

Flonx
Warfare

anl ent of
LCA In Gurbab
neratios

Defense
Lpainst Enciy
Baployaent of
(B lLronts

DECLASSIFIED

1 hr Unclas
Cunfercence

2 hr Confere Unclas
once Procte
ical Exercise

Unclas
2 hr
Cun: eronce
1 hou Unclas

Conforonce

DECLASSIFIED

Provido working knowledre of
effects, protection againgt,
and decontaninotion of RCLe
Provide general lmowledge of
the effcets of lethal and
inccpacitating CBHE materiale
Provide general lmowlsdge of
nature and effects of herbw
icides and flame fuclse

Provide working knowledge of
functioning, use, and orgone
izstional maintenance of
Ml 1017, 2L, M25, and

i~ 82protctive maskss Pro-
wide working knowledge of
operation and msintensnce -of
the MOA3 filter unit, tank.
Practical axercise dvring
which students disasscible,
assemble and inspect protect-
ive masks..

Provide general knowledge of
funetioning, employment and
cffecta of the M132 mech-
enized flamethrower and

M2/ 1~7 portable £k nethrower.
Provide general knowledge of
construction and effectsg of
flame field expodientse Dol
onstration firing of fl:imew
throwers and flame field oxe
pedicntse

Provide general moulcdpe of
effects and employment tech-
niques for all RCA munitions
availoble for empliynente
Provide working lmowledge of
effects and cmployment of
mnitions available at unit
level.

Prouvide working knowledge of
unit action for deteeticn of
and protection against cnemy
cuployment of CB material.
Review of requircamcnts for
chemical annex to unit SOPs.




DECLASSIFIED

3480

Ser:

1 Juane 1969
COXFIDENTIL (Unclessified upon removsl of busic correspcniensc)

AIRST IDORSZMENT on CO, 1st Brigade, Sth Infantry (¥ech) Combat After
woction Report ionana Mauler of L May 1969

#rom: Commanding General, 3d Marine Division (Rein) #MF
Tos Commanding General, U. 5, Military Ascistancs Commani, Vietnam
Via: (1) Commaniing General, ZXIV Corps
(2) Commanding Genersl, III Marine Ampnibices ‘arce
Subj: Combat After Action Report
Refs (a) MACV Dir 3358
1. Readdressed and forwarded in accordance with reference (a).
2. Contents noted with following remarkss

a. Dates of operation officially 23 Mgrch 1969 - 3 ipril 1969.

b. Division official results of casualties sugtained, cesualtic
inflicted on the enemy and weapons czptured Wsares

USMC  USA WV

KIA 16 19 KIA 300
iIA 89 129 e 36
CSWG 7

These results differ from the following Srigade results:

wmr. lOSSES |

UMC UsA ARVN US, ORCES RVN FORCuS
KIA 1 23(1 KCS) 0 NVA KIA 246 28
WIA 11 150 10 e 7 14
CsW3 6 11

Differences in results of 15 USMC KIa, 3 USA KIA, 78 USM¢ WIa,
10 ARVN WIA, 21 USA WIA26 VA KIA,1514C and 10 CSWC were caused by:
(a) the Brigade included operation results of 22 Mgrch 1969; (b) re=-
sults”" of all units in backdated A0 not OPCON to the Brigade were inclu-
ded in 3d Marine Division (Rein) "results" and not included in the Bri-
gade's "regults¥s and (c) ARVN "results” are not included in 3d Marine
Division (Rein) "results”.

P, Ro 5 AINCE
By d :eciion Conv  OF e

COT TOERT 217
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IEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY .
m~ gt try Brigade, Sth Infantry Mivilln (Mech)
) 7

. A AP P
AVEL~ f O ol

.?‘
6 B W A ame fuea

SUBJECT: GCombat Operation After ACHIon Report - Operation MUNLANA RAULILS
22 March 1969 - 2 April 1969.

k May 1969

THRU: Commanding General
3rd Marine Division
FPO 96602

THRUs Commanding General
IV Corps
APO 96308

:

Commanding General
IXI Marine Amphibioug Force
TFPO 96602

TO: Camsnder
United States Militnr Assistence Command, Vietnam

ATTN: MAD J343
LPO US Forces 96242

1., (U) NAM & TYPE OF OPEAT1OMS
a. Yame: HMontana Myrler
b. Type: Recomnailssanoce in ¥Fp ce
_ (1) DATES OF OPERAT:ONs 22 March 1969 2 April 1969.
3- (U) LOCATION: Dlowsh tentral Juang Tri Province from the southern -——-—u
of the TMZ to nine (9% kilometers south of the Lfiz, Map, ViETadid, 1:50,802

LMS Series 1. 701L. Car Lo sheet 6342 I. Area bounded by Sworusnawe asseviy
IDO86T, 0860, and IDO260.

Io {0} CONTHO WSAUQUAKINNS 18T Infauvsy Dfsgearvy oo —————u = —
hsnized)s

5. (U) UNIT COMIANDRRS:

Commanding officer JIst InY psue, aun e Div G728
COL James M. Gﬁbson, 014.5730.

 Commandiny, Officer, 1st Bn, Lltn Inf:
ITC Thomas N. Britton Jr., 070169.

e awdtne Officer. 3d Sqdn, 5th Cav:
LTC Thomas Ee Carpenter ITII, 083157

Commanding Officer. lst Bn, 2d AWM Regt, let anvae vivaoaw
Mgd Truong Thanh Hung, 01/209-5U3.

6. (C) TASK RGANIZATION:

a. Phase . 22 - 24 Har 69.

TF 3-5 Oy
‘A3~ Cav d & lith Pl D/1-11 Inf
pcll B/3-5 Cay 77 tngr (Sqd + 7 dosery,
1/3-9 Mar 3rd Mar Engr Bn)

JOWHGBLDED &T 3 YI2R ITERVALS
[ECLASSIFIED AFTE 12 BLRES
™D pIR 520010

CONFIRENTIA
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SUBJECT: Cambat Operation After Actiem Raperh = Operation MONTANA MAULER,
22 Harch 1969 « 2 April 1969. ‘

be Phase IIs 25 <« 31 Mar 69

TF le=ll Inf TF 3«5 Cav 1-2 ARVN
. Inf 2/3=5 Cav 1/1-2 ARVN
B/1-11 Inf B/3-5 Cav 2/1-2 ARWy;
0/1-11 Inf 23.& hth Plats/D/1-11 Inf . 3/1-2 JHVN
D/1-11 Inf (-2 plats) W12 RN
1/3-9 far
c. Phase ITIs L1 - 2 Apr 69.
TF 1-dl Inf TF 3«5 Cav 1-2 ARVN
A/1=11 Inf A/3-5 Cav 112 &
B/1l-11 Inf B/3=5 Cav 2/1-2 AW
¢/1~11 Inf 3/2-2 ARVN 3/1-2 ARVN
/1-11 Inf 4/1-2 &y
I/3~9 Mar.

d. Throughout the covrse of the battle the task organization Tas constantly
changing to meet the &itvation. The three task organizations apove wert the
arganmizatilons that evelved as the battle progressed; watiin each phase several
minor changes in the task organization took place.

ae Tho 1ot Bas 11th’ uscdyb0ma mortar: (boITowd Ivom the 2d ) S
lukt LRV Div) i doe.. of the heavier, more cumbersome oimm mortars that belong
to the infantry companies.

« (U) SUPPCRTIN FORCESt
a. Army Avintions

(11 Drzing Fhase 1 of Operation Hontona davler the sa S%iln, Sth vav

ced tha ancendn TLH aiwemnft fOT aomwand and control purposes- e 3rd Sqdn,
Sth Cav has only two (2) CH-OA helicopters in the squadron. D Troop, the air
cevalyy troop, 1s in the delta with the 9th Dnf Div.

(2) Throughout the operation the Brigade Commander and Deputy Brigade
Commander used one IOH (OH-64) each for comsand and controis During the course
of the operation those helicopters were often used to assist units in contact
with their commend and control, roconnaissance and emergency Febupuly WLOGLUMOS

(3) Throughout its participation in the operation, from 25 Mar through
2 fw, the let Bn, 11th Inf used one (1) UBwiH from the Brigade Aviation usulus
The helicopter wes used for command and control, Ietunusupsuiwsy resupply of
water and food. and medical evacuation. The UH~1H flew a ©0%al of 57 hrs and 42
pine during the nine days that the 1s% Bn, iiwa Infantry participated in the

operation.

4) The air assault by the 1st Bn, 2d AVN negy, 1sv anva Div was cuns
ducted with twelve (12) UH-1D lift  ships from the 101st Abn Div, escorted by
four (4) UH-1E and four (4) UH-1B gunchips.

be TUnitod States Marine Corps Aviation: The bulk of the resupply missions
flown in support of Montana Mauler were fiown by Mwine a6 lLelivupterss During
the first three days of the operation, and the last day no aorias resupply was
conducted. but.from 25 HMarch through 1 April 10,0  short tons wuss uauwwsu by
Mapine airéraft for an Average aerial reguppiy rate of 12.7 short tons per 9;5;9-
The vast majority of the troop 1if% was also provided by Ma¥Ne u-UO1Se
lifts omducted by the lgt Bn, llth In were conducted with Gfi=uwti~  A'total
of fortvisdiz (h6) helicépter sorties were flown in support of MORTANA maWIEST by
Marine helicoptorse

¢~ Avidllerve Sixteen (16) US Avty and US ‘iarane Corps aTTiiiory wauusiwo
fired in support of Montana Maulers The sixteen (16) batteries, vuimiouvou of
six (6) 105m, batteries, five (5) 155mm batteries, two (2) 17om batteries and

three {3) 8 inc 1 ' P and 69,59 rowds were
EONRBETAY

Y
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ALVBL-C : L May 1969
suJecTs  Combat e o MONTANA MAUIER,

22 Harch 1969 - 2 Lpril 1969
de Tactical Air Supports

(1) Throughout the operation a total of 1;0 missions were flown using
247 sorties. An accurate bomb demage assessment was not possible on all but
thirty-four (3).[.) of the missions. Inclosure 1l (Tactical Air Support) gives a
mlssion by mission brededown of the Tactical Air Support that ms used during
Montana Mauler, and the bomb demnge nsscssmext that wag obtained.

(20 The type of missiens flown were as follows Nine (9) preplanned,
forty-nine (49) immediate, and eighty-two (82) TPQ's (Sky Spot): Hadar directed
preplanned missions flown at might or in bad weather.

(3) Throughout the eperation, during daylight, the Air Force Forward
&lxr Controllors (FAC!s) flew over the area of operations. The FAG!'s wére used
to direct air strikcg, control artillery and perform visual reconnaissance. The
support of the FiGis was outstanding, The F/C!s used for the operation weore
those from the 20th Tactical Air Support Squadron that are regularly assigned
to the lst Bde, 5th Inf Div (M) and they sore commandod by LTC Moore, WSAF,

(4)  menm ME €O 4imn the Bde mrnta wmwa anementes DY maw wapne and
scrial observers from the 108th Artillery group.

8, (C) INTELLIFHIE:
a. Enemy Letivity:

(3, Information available prior to the commoencement of Operation
jortana dauloy indicated that c{emsnts of the 27th NVA Regt were ogeratimg in
Tha A€ \gnnity and Tast of fine LO (vmoAgew). During the period 15-22 March
© .rea exnoricnced a significant increase in encmy activity which was character-
< oy wipings, Marassing mortar fire, RPG fire, emell amms fire and numorous
sigh iingse The nature of enomy initiated activitie: indicatnd that the
4 liet probobly had the mission of interdicting T 94

(2) Cover and concealment in the dense undorgrowth forest is good and
good to oxcellent along the steep slopes of the hills. Cover is falf in the
valloys. 1n the low hilly areas vegetation restricts novement to exisbing

stroan badsg * wid trails. In areas of high elevation movement is somowhat re-
stricted to stream velleys due to the perpendicular pattern of the major ridge
spurs. Nomerous bomb and shell craters present som® hindrance to movement
throughout the arcas Major avenpes of approach in the area generally parallel
stream valleyas Weather during the course of the oporation was extremel hot

for the first time this year which adversely affected activities of friendly forces.

9. (C) MISSIQNg TF 3-5 Cav was to conduct a reconnaissance in ferce through the
Khe Chua Valley north of Dong Ha Mountain (YDO15594) from 03 (YD143616) to Elliot
Combat Base (ZD9855L45).

10. (C) CONCEPT OF OPFERATION: Operation Montana Mauler was to be .a one task
force operation. TF 3.5 Cay was to conduct a reconnaissance in force through the
Khe Chua Valley, scarching the draws, conducting reconnaissance by fire and
attempting to pain contact with the elements of the 27th NVA Regt that mre believ-
ed to be onorating in the area. The general trace of the reconnalssance in force
was to be as follows: ID136i6, YDOL0620, IDOONEO0, XD965595, XDSB0570, and

xN9855LS.

1l. (Q) EXACUTION: Operation Honmtena Maulor as a twelve (12) day operation.
that took place. northwest of Can Lo and south of the iws. Initially sonvana .
Mauler was a squadron recompalssonce in force operation in ¥LCR a CBVRLYY squa-
dron using two ground troops. a combat engineer platoon and two light infantry
platoons searched for the enemy, located Bl and teveloped the situation for the
Brigade. Once the situation had been developod the Brigade then commtvea two
light infantry battalions (one US ad one LEVN) to assault the enemy's position
and destroy him in place. 48 the infantry closed iith the enemy the cavalry
withdrew from the area of immediate conbact and moved around the friendly forces
to the opposite side of the bastle area %0 . agswme a screening mission in order.

CONFIDENTIAL -
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- L May 1969
SUBVECT: Combat Operations After Action Report - Operati  MONTANA MAULER
22 March 1969 - 2 April 19694

to protect the infantry battalions from enemy attacks launched rra within the

w. Phase q; mpine Phase I the 3d Sqdn, gen Cav gained contact with the enemy
and developed the situatione By the end of Phase I the Brigade had & good idea of
the si7ic end location of the ememy force. Following is a day by dty account of
Phase Is

(1) 22 Mar 69t At 0800 hrs A end B Troop of 3«5 Cav, with a platoon of W’
1-11 Inf attached to each troop, moved westward into the Khe Cmma veiisys As the
troops moved west they searched the draws, and reconned the ridgelines by fire, but
the move was rather uneventful. At 1521 hrs an observer in a LOH spotted two (2)
NVA in the valley vie YDOW9®20 and again at 1618 hrs another NVA was observed in
the same general area. Artillery missions were fired on both occasions with un-
known resultss At 1750 hrs, as A Troop approached a crossing site over the Khe
¢tma River, the troop received RPG fire from the north. Eight (8) NVA were spotted
north of the river vic YD056617« The troop returned the fire killing two (2) of
=he enemy. Friendly losses were one (1) KIA and four (4) WIAs Following the
Hrmish A Troop and the command group moved north and took up a night defensive
jsition (NDP) at ¥YDO58617 while B Troop spent the night at ¥YDO67615« See inclosure

Zory a sketch of the day's activities.

(2) 23 Mar 69¢ At 0216 hrs A Troop received six (6) b2mm mortar-rounca
.i.h negative results. During the moming A Troop moved west into the Valleye At
" brs three (3) NVAs who appeared to be observing the troop, were sighted on
£ highground to the morthwest vic YDOu1622. The enemy was engaged by artillery
=g with unknowh results. By 1200 hrs, A Troop was lcested at Xubzozu where it
_jcined by B Troop in the eariy afternoon. During the afternoon the ws received
42Pire from the northeast on two occasions, two rounds at 1320 ars and two more
vmds ot 1650 hrs. On the second occasion a personnel carrier Laru) was hit re-
ii; 2 in one (i) friendly KIA mad four (4) Wtd. Also at 1650 hrs enemy troops
. .re observed. to the narth (vic YDOL9630) were engaged with organic weapons
4mg 1IN One 1) enemy KTA. At 1830 hrs five (5) ﬁV% were observed moving west
-he highground to the northeast. The enemy were engaged by artillery with un-
Sn: rcsults. The squadron remained overnight in the vic of swudeoccce There
2 no further enemy sightings or contacts on the night of the 23rd. See inclos-
wre 2A for a sketch of the dgy's activities.

(3) 2h Mar 698 At daylight on 24 March T 3-5 Gav continued to move West
into the valley. Movement was slow and difficult due to the rough terrain, heavy
ve%atatiqn and the need to sweep the route for mnese At 0917 hrs vac zmmworzs a
bulldozer was hit by an RPG round resulting in two (2) Marine Wile At U785 hrs
the CP Group, in the same area (YDOLB621), received one (1) round of explosive
ordhance resulting in one (1) WIA

(a) At 1000 hrs elements ¢f the Cav in the vicinity of YMAuuozs made
contact with the primary defensive pcsitions of the enemye Two (2) NVA Co’a were
entrenched in camouflaged bunkers north (IDO4ed2:) and south (rwwiolo) of the
valley with a light screening force established between the two positions. v ussar
bunker comoler occupied by an estimated NVA platoon was located to the northeast at
YX%9632« The NVA were employing small arms, automatic weapons ana RPGs. The Gav
and attached Infentry returned fire with small arms and tepk gun fire. Due to
restrictive mmeuver space and the close prommuy of the enemy the wyuawwn, While
mein contact, moved back to a more teaable mositacn {linneogu) in order to
employ artillery. In addition to enemy elsmeuts located in bunkers suasr groups
of XVA were seen and engaged north and scutt oI the Squaaron*s tccawon (3 NVA

053625, 2 NVA ¥D058612, 12 NVA YDO50622, and 1 NV& XLUUOOLY)e At Ly hrs an
adrsirike wWaB piaced cn enemy troop Locatons rmn of tow valley vic MRTAWG2D auu
at 1120 hre against a suspecte’ trcop loceticn at YD uvzdsze WLte major contact
had been established the USMC Speciat nencing #orce (SLF) was requested. This
request was denied but L/3=9 Mar was committed w the operation s~ placed URQON
to TF 3-5 Gaye I/3+9 Mar was scheduled to be air assauitea into an LZ north of”
the valley but because of difficulties in securing the LZ it Wwas usvaucs tO vveewnv
the company farther south. At I515 hrs the lead elements of /-7 Mar were air
assaulted into an LZ on the southem side of the valley vas snozuave The air
assault was completed by 1545 hra and T Co began an immediate search of the area.

JNFIDENTIAL,

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

e QN CTIAD

SUBJECT: GCombab Oporations Aftcr Action Regmrt = Oporatdon MONTANA MAULER,
22 ch 1969 - 2 April 19694 .

(b) The cnemy, now egtimated to be battalion strength, bogan to
dininish his attacks by 1600 hrs as a result of the heavy volume of orgenic fire,
artillery and airstrikes. nlaced-on his Hesitirns during the aftomecns ' By 730
Hrs the enemy had completely broken contact. The sguadron remnined overnight
vie 10052620 and 1/3-9 Mar estghlished a night defensive position vic YD039610a
There were no incidents or contacts during the night. The day s action had

resulted in twenty-threc (23) 1VA KIA, at a cost of one (1) friendly KIA and gix
(6) fricndly WiIL, There were no incidents or contacts during the nighte

(o) At 1730 Ars it was decided that the situation may have been
sufficiently developed by IF 3«5 Cav to ccimit two companies and the battalion
headquarters of the let Bn, 11th Inf to the fight. The lst Bn, 11th Inf was
ordorod to be preparcd, on order, to air assault into an LZ an the high ground
north of the valley vic ¥D043632.

(d) See inclosure 2B for a sketch-of operations conducted on 24 M,
b. .Phase II: During Phase II the 1st Inf Bde, Sth Inf Div (#) exploited the
contact by air assanliing the 1lst Bn, 11th Inf into the battle and late® by comh
mitting the 1st Bn, 2d ARV Regt. Following is a day by day account of the bate
tle as it wnfolded during Phase II:

1) 25 Mar 69:

(a) Throughout 25 Mar contact was light and sporadice During the
worning an estinmated twenty (20) VA in smal groups of two to three (2-3) were
scen noving north vic DO47635 and enpaged with main gun tank fire, Le.2" mortars
ond srtillery. This fire resulted in three (3) HVA KIAs During the late morning
~né afternoon A/3=5 Cav and I/3«9 lar searched westward from their previous
sositions {¥p052620 and YDO39610) along the southern part of the valley to posie

: located vie TDO35616 and YDO28617« During the sweep enemy contact was Lizw
dlto two (2) sniping incidentsy one vie YDOLUS6L? at 1010 hrs and the second
"DO7361L at 11413 hrs. A dardne was killed by the second enipere. The move-
;. of the squadron was again slow due to terrain and the necessity to irprove:
ztrecn- crossing vic D039618,

(b) In an attompt to exploit the previous contact additional units
1eve committed to the area during the afternoon of the 25th. 1-11 Inf (=), con-
sisting of a Gommand Group and A and B Companies, was air assaulted into an LZ on
the high ground north of the valley at ¥D 043623. By. 1520 hrs the air lift was
completed and the 1-11 Inf began sweeping in a southeasterly direction along the
ridgoline to YDO43623_ where night defensive positions were established, Wuhile
swoeping the ridgeline A/1-1l Inf discovercd onie (1) RPG booster and 100 meters
of cormo wire viec 040629, The comno wire led southwrest into a bunker then
north for 100 motors.

(o) I/3~9 Mar spent the night, at YD 028617 while A/3-5 Cav returned
from its sweep and occupied its positions of the previous night at YDO50620,
where the entire squadron cstablighed its NDPe

(d) The lack of contact in the valley on 25 ¥erch gave cause tO Suge
pect that the IVA had moved northward, Accordingly plans werce made for 1-11 Inf
(-) with I/3-9 Mar OPCON to move north to regzain contact.

.(€) 8oo inclosure 2¢ for a >- of getivities on 25 Max
(2) 26 W 69+«

() &b 0330 hrs 26 Mar 1-11 nt posildons at YDOU3626 were subjected
to small arms, avtomatic weapons, RPG and mortar fire from the north, west and
oaste The heaviest volume of fire came from the highground to the north vic
YD037632« The enemy fire was returned with orgenic weapons and artys The ensmy
did not assault friendly positions, but three (3) NVA wﬁo approached the B Go
perimeter werc ongeged and killed by small arms £ive. The enemy attack by fire
ceased by 0530 hrs after having killed on' (1) and youndd  eight (8) infanivy-
mehe

A IRIVIS AR RTA™
-5

DECLASSIFIED
" 5




DECLASSIFIED

. v T
ST Tombil Opera?’l ”‘q t&w'm"‘ lmw N4 m&zw
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(131 At 0800 hrs as 1-11 Inf begen to move. six to eight (6-8) NVA were
observed to the north at yn37632. From 0910 hrs to 1015 hrs airstrikes and arty
were placed on this positioni With each pass the fighter aircraft received auto-
matic weapons fire. By 1200 hrs A and B Co's had reached a position vie YD040628
from which numerous NVA troops and heavy movement could be observed to the northe
Airstrikes end artillery were employed against positions at YD037632 during.the.
afternoon. A and B Co's, after experiencing great difficulty because of 10
temperatures, returned to positions of the previous night to prepare for an attack
on the 27th (A Co vic YDOLO628, 1/A/1-1 vic YDOLOS30, B Co vic YDChh62h).

(b) At 0800 hrs 1/3-9 Mar was placed OPCON to TF 1«11 Inf. During
the day the company moved morthwest from YDO28617 to YDO22625 without incident
or contact. I 0G0 remained overnight at ¥D023625.

(d), 3~5 Cav spent the day searching the area around their night
positions (¥D050620). At 0900 hrs the search revealed three (3) NVA bodies, 1
RPO-2, | K50, 1 AXh7, h BUO rockets, and assorted gear. About 100 meters north
at ID051623, a chicom first aid pouch and a bloody bandsge were founde At 1934
hrs B Troop, at YDOS1619, received two (2) rounds of RPG and small arms fire from
the northeast resulting in three (3) friendly WIAs The troop returned fire with
organic Weapons and a sweep of the area early next morning resulted in finding
1 AK47, 2 RPG's, 2 B0 rockets, 1 Bl rocket, blood trails and some documents. A
t¥anslation of the documents showed that they had belonged to a member of the
kth Go, 1at Bay 27th NVA Regt. These documents verified intelligence reports
which placed the 1lst and 3rd Bn's, 27th NVA Regt in the areas

¢-7 Sec inclosures 2D for a w;—~g—= the 4., operations.
[ 27 Mar 693
(a) Ihe_i;ii ¥nf () began to attack north at 0715 hrs with B Co having
been given the missicn to seize the high ground vie ¥YDO37631 while A Co supported
the attack. I/3=9 Mar was given the mission pf seizing the high ground on the left

flenk YDO30631. in order to block any enemy movement into or out of the objective
ared,

(b) Aand B Co ¢+ made contact immediately and remained in contact
throughout most of the daye At 0850 hrs airstrikes were placed on enemy troops
in amkers to the northeast at YDOU6635. Bhemy troops on the objective employed
small arms, automatic weapons and mortar fire against the attack. Taeny troop
positions were engaged by artillery &nd the organic weapons of A and B Gols,
Continuing to press the attack A and B fought to a position south of the objective
(YD039628) by midegieye In order to block enemy avenues of approach smd/for retreat
north of the ohjective area G/1-11 Inf was air essamlted into a blocking position
on Hill 208 (YDOh364k)e The #ir sssmli began at 11 hrs after extensive air and
artillery preparations of the LZ. Upon entering the LZ G Co was immediately
brought under intense mortar fire from the northweste This mortar fire was counter-
ed with airstrikes (1130 hrs and 1200 hrs) on the enemy's positions located at
DO426h3. O Co secured the LZ without further incident. In the meantime, B Co
pressed on until the objective was reached (YD039623). Upon reaching the obiective
B Co was met by -heavy mortar fire and a ground attack from the north (YDO}1638 to
TD0U1635)e Air strikes and arty were placed on enemy troops from 1300 hrs to
1515 hrs (¥DA42635, 1300 hrss TDOR063S, 1330 hrs; YDOL1636, 1430 hrs; YDOUI63T,
1430 hrs and ¥D042626, 1515 hrs). Thess airstrikss in conjunction with a heavy
volume of fire from B Co inflicted heavy losssa on the enemy and repulsed the
attack.

(©) " the late afternoon the leed elements of /111 were searching the
ridge which runs ncrth from the objective (YB035638) when they were subjected to
an enemy counterattack from the wost (YD0326)3)e As the wmwoy attempted to assault
the friendly positions he was met with a heewy volume of fire. &lw»strikes were
employed at 1700 hrs end 1717 hrs and the enemy atbtack was repulseds Tis attack
was the NVAts last attempt to push the 1-11 [nf off the occupied objJectives &t
1800 hrs the 1=11l Inf {~) was reinforced by the airlift of 2 platoons of I/1=1}
from 35 Cavs thess platoms wexs oommdited to B Cols position (LIUIYOIS)e

ONFIDEI}!TIA'[
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(d) I/3-9 Mar had seized its objective (¥D032631) without contact
and was in position to block enpmy movement southwest to reiriforce or to escap@s
By late afternoon all units jegan to strengthen their positdena and prepare for
the nighte (A Co vic ¥D0356363 B Co and 2 plat D Co vie ¥YD039633; € Co wic IO
04264y and I/3-9 wic YD032631), TF 3u5 Cav remained in its night position as a
reaction forée and periormed maintensnce on ito vehicles.

(e} 27 Mar contacts resultod in thirteen (13) friendly XIA, one (1)
KCS KIA and thiriy (30) friendly WIAe Enen casualties for the da were 120 NVA
{IA (85 by air and arty), seven (7) INC one (1) CSWC captured and one (1) mortar

destroyed by air,
(f) See inclosure 2E.for a gketeh of the day?s operations..

() 28 Mar 69:

(@) The &ust_enmw contact on 28 Iku‘gh occawred at 0330 kes when
C;/l'll Tnf O g1y 2 (Vic mahi2&) wna smohed DY an nnkmmem S1Ze emasty
clement employing suall arie fire and grenades.! C Co called for illumination®
and ongaged the eneny elesiont with small ars and antometic weapons resulting
in thra (3) F4 XI4, and driving the enomy force off.

(b) At daylight A Co, B Co ang 2 platoons of D Co began condueting
a search of the immdediate area around thoir ;ositions and recoived resupply
by helicopter. At 0800 hrs I/3-9 Mar searching the ridge.nortlmmest of the
previous night's position.found eight (§) 82mm mortar rounds at ¥D030633. The
rounds were strapuyed to a carrying pole. At 1000 hrg the 1-11 Inf (- was fur-
ther reinforced by the airlift of D Co (-) from LZ Sharon to a nearby LZ at
¥D03663L.

() Throushout the moming resupply helicopters were recoiving
sield arus fire and during the afternoon ground units begmn receiving sporadic
mortar acd suall arns fire froum enemy positions south and west of Hill 208,
Ls the intensity of enemy fire increased, airstrikes were placed. on suspected
enemy locations (¥DOLO635 at 12308 hrsy 0356 .. at 1255 hrs; ¥YDO35635 at 1335 hrs
and 03564 at 1420 hrs)e fi airstrike at 320 hrs produced a sizeable secons
dary explosion. As the afternoon progressed additional airstwikes were placed
on observed encuy locations (YDO25646 at 1515 hrs; YDO296h6 at 1617 hrs)s At
1750 hrs elements of C Co saw four (4) EVA at YDOh9E35 and engaged them with
artillery with unlthor results. By 1830 hrs units of 1-11 Inf (+) were planning
for and preparing, to defend their night positions (A Co vie ¥D038632, B Co vic
¥D037631, C Co vic YDOL36LL, D Co vic YDO3963L and I/3-9 vic ¥D028636).

(@) Results of the 1st Bn, 11th Inf. actions on 28 March were one (1))
friendly KIA, forty-six (L6) friendly WIA, sixty-eight (68) VA KIA (40 by air
and arty)., five (5) AEL47 and one (1) SKS captured, two {2) 82mm mtr and one
(1) 1MG dostroyed by air. ,

(e) 3-5 Cav, which hed¢ rommined in the eastern part of the Khe Cma
Valley, was givon the mission of moving to the right fle Xk of the battle area
to be in position on the 29th to support C/I1~L on 11l 208. The squadron began
moving southeast at midmorning orcssod the i Lo River and moved east then
north to C-2 #cre the two Cav Troops regunndi ¢ The troop: then moved to
occupy night positions (a Troop ¥De62635, B Troop ¥YDO72637). In moving out of
the Xhg Chug Valleyjidte Cov experienced difficulby in wmoving due to mines., Four
(b) mines worc dotonated dameging three (3) wvohiclos but causing no casualtios.
During the move fror 02 to their night positions, tro (2) -tanks wore damaged
by mines and had to be evacuated to Q2.

(f) Muring the night A Troop, 3d Sqdn, Sth Cev recoived two encmy
probing attacks aehfirst  gbteck cape at 2007 hre with the enony erploying
RPG and small arie firc The second attack came at 2250 hrs with the HVA employ-
ing RPG fire from the north, small arm firo from the northwest and mortar and
small arms fire froa the south. jendly casnalticg from these attacks were
two (2) KIA, two (2) WIi, and tvo ) APCs danged. IEnemy capualtics wore

AANCID D 1A
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(g) During the course of the battle on 28 Mar it became evident that
the Brigade did not have the forces in the battle area to cempletely encircle the
enemy and prevent his escape. Coordination was made with the 2d ARVN Regt, 1lst
ARW Div and it was decided to commit the 1lst BEn, 2d ARWN Regt to the gperation.
Plans called for the battalion to be air assaulted on to Hill 262 (YDO3166L) during
the morning of 29 Mar in an attempt to block enemy escape routes.

(h) See inclosure 2F for a sketch of the day! operation.

(5) 29 Mar 693 29 March turned out to be a day of heavy fighting with
emmeiderabls josses Bodng inflioted ypon the memy

position at YD042632 in support of an air assault by I/3=9 Mar on Hill 300
(¥IM66635), was engaged by an NVA force in a bunker complex at ¥IDCL5635« B Co
employing small arms fire, nontoxic riot control agents and airstrikes (0830 hrs
and 0855 hrs) killed five (5) NVA within the complexe. A search of the area re-
vealed a number of mortar positionse After L preparations, by airstrikes, I/3e9
Mar began air landing on H{11 300 with the mission of securing the dominsnt ter-
rain at that location and searching for a possible enemy OGP that was bgliaved tobe

in the areae

(b) While the air assault was in progress element& of A Coy which
had moved north along a ridge (YDO036635), came under heavy counterattack by an
estimated NVA Cos The enemy, attacking from the north, was employing heavy small
arms and RPG fire in an attempt to out flank and cut off the northern most platoon
of A Co. The enemy assault wag met with small arms fire and armed gunships, £0le
lowed by airstrikes (vie YDO35635) at 1200 hra and 1215 hrse As elements of B Go.
were sent to reinforce A Co &ll units on the hill mass (YD037632) came under heavy
morter attack from the northwest. The,enemy assault on A Go was thrown back with
the NVA suffering five (5) KIA by small arms fire and fifteen (15) killed by air.
At 1500 hrs A G0 was again brought under mortar attack from the west (vic TDO3463%)s
Arty fired into the area, silenced the mortar and killed five (5) NVA. Throughout
tho rest of the wftemoon the lst Bn, 11th Inf continued to receive sporadic mortar
fire from enemy positions st YD026642 and YDO28639e TAG air was yiged it neutralising
these positions. Late afternoon airstrikes on a hill at YDO25646 revealed an
extensive bunker complex. By 1820 hrs units of 1-11 faff had moved back upon high
ground and were preparing to defend their night positions (A Co YD038636, B Co YD
036631, G Co s D Co YDO036631, and 1/3-9 Mar ¥IDOLT7635)e Results of the 1-13
Inf cantact that day were seventesn (17) friendly WIA, sixfeen (16) NVA KIA by SAF
and tuentvefive (98) TR1-ons X -0} 82NN peritona deatreved DY air.

() The planned air assault of hill 262 by 1-2 ARVN on 29 Mgmch was
changed and it was decided to airift the Bn into a secured LZ on the eastern
flank of the battle areae A and B Trocps, 3d Sqdn, Sth Caw, who were in position
on the eastern flank of the battle area, begen moving north at daylight and by
1030 hrs had secured two (2) LZ's for the airlift of 1st Bn, 2d ARWN Regt (LZ
Blue vie YDO636l6 was secured by A Troop, and LZ Orange vie YDO067655 was secured
by B Troop). From 1123 hrs until 1335 hrs helicoptersatrdified 2d and hth com-
panies 1-2 ARVN on to LZ Orange and from 1345 hrs to 1610 hrs 1st and 3rd Compenies
were inserted on LZ Blue, At 1250 hrs elements of B Tiocp securing LZ Orangs,
sighted an unknown size NVA unit to the northwest vic YDO59665¢ The enemy was
engaged with tank gun fire and - ti3 gunships ecsorting the 13£4 helicopterse

Upon landing of th. lagt lift . the 2¢ snd'hih Cuspanies moved west
from 1y Orangé andpb_y night %ﬁr’i machad & noathion C(‘cc ch 667 ’ %%eist and 3d
Companies, while moving west fram __ Blne, at 1507 brs engered and killed two (2)
NVA and captured cn (i) AKNT vic YO OGL5r5 nDGt 263~ hrs the .ead olements énw
gaged two (2) NV in a bunker vic 72053645, & seerch of the bunker revealed 200
1bs of rice, one (1) HMB, and two (2) BYO rkts. 1st and 3d Companies remained
overnight at vic YDO58646e Results for lst Bny, 2d ARVN Regtls actions wepet two
(2) friendly WIA, four (i) NVA KIA and one (1) AKL47 end one (1) HMG captured.

(e) Totel results of the day's sctivities wors nineteen (19)

friendly WIA, twenty (20) ecnemy KIA by S2F; twenty-five (25) KIA hy pir - nd
arty an? twe (2) (2mm merters QJestreyed by Air.

(2) Peergoiowpey \fpwn grqup I Pho day's operations.
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6. 30-31 Mars

(a) The 30th and 31st of March were spent by 1-11 Inf in. meking a
detailed search of the battle area and in receiving resupply helicopters. On
neither day was significant ground contact reestablished although the enemy did
continue with sporadic mortaring and sniping (A Co at 301020H received. 3 rds 82mm
end at 301255H received 1 82mm round, 7/3-9 Mar at 301240H rececived 2 »ds 82mm,

A Co at 3113KO0H received 15 rounds 82mm). Small enemy groups were observed and
engaged by arty as were suspected mortar pesitionse The detailed search revealed
extensive bunker complexes throughout the battle area and some enemy gmmunition
and equipment wes found. Significant finds by 1-11 Inf {+) 30-31 March are as

follows:

YD 011633 - Mortar pit and 3 bunkers{

YD 0h063h - 2 fighting bunkers.

YD 0h5635 - 10 fighting bunkers, 5 small bunkers, 13 60mm mortar rounds.

YD 0L3633 . 20 fighting bunkers.

YD 0Lo63h - 32 (hicom grenades, 12 shovels, b picks.

YD 03633 - 20 ghicom grenades, 850 AK47 rds, 1 120mm rd, 1 82m rd, 10 .
ghevels, 6 S0mm rds, 1 B4O rd, 2 packs, 130 7.62 rds, 2 Chicom gas masks, RPGw2.

YD 05636 - 6 bunkers, 1 B40 »d, 182mm rd, 50 mﬁ? rds, 1 ghicom grenade.

D - L bunkers.

o] 8h3’3§ 3? - g bunkers.

YD 035642 - 2 bunkersj 1 NVA hody.

m 635 - 13 bunkers, 11 Chicom grenades, 1200 AKL7 rds, 10 rds 82mm, L
entrenching tools

YD 038636 - 10 bunkers, 3 BYO rds, 9 grenades, 700 rds AKY7 amme.

YD 0hki636 - 33 bunkers, 8 entrenching tools, 6 BYO rds, 300 rds 50 cal emmo,
25 Chicom grenades, 12 8§2mm rds, 1900 AKLT rds, 2 NVA packs.

) (b) To the north and northeast the 1-2 ARV continued to move towards
Obj 1 (vie YD 0236G2). A search of thg area of the late afternoon contact on -
26 March (YD Q58648) found the followings 200 fighting positions., 75 - 8 man
buniiers, 7 NVA bodies, 1 fKh7, L CKC rifles, 1 pistol, 2 LMG's, 1 12.7mm HMG on
an AA-mount, 3 RPG-2's, 1 ton of rice, 10 AT mines, 202 BE40 rocket rounds, 100
Chicom grenades, 300 pounds of salt, 240 cans of pork and 1 case of Chinese med-
icine. 1lst and 3rd Companies reached the southwestern part of Obj 1 early on the
morning, of 31 March and began moving southwest searching the area. 2pd and Lth
Companies, who had spent the 30th of March searching the area vie YD O46S arrived
on the northeastern part of Obj 1 during mid-moming of 31 Marche At 1102 hrs
vic YD 026665 2d end Lth Companies received small arms fire from the North. As
the situation developed and the companies employed gunships and arty, the sige of
the enemy force wes estumated to be a Co (-). The enemy broke contact at 1530 ars
leaving 15 dead, 1 BPG=2, 3 LPG's and 7 AK47%a, while 2nd and kth Companies had

no casualties.

() On 30 March the 3d Ge, 2nd B, 2d ARVN Regt wes placed OPCON to
the 3d Sqdn, 5th Cave At 1306 hrs A/3-5 Oav and 3/2-2 ARVN moved to the north of
the 1st Bn, 2nd ARVN Regt to screen the northern flank of the ARVN and prevent
enemy reinforcements from striking 2-2 ARVN from the flmk. The screen was estah-
lished from YD 080681 to YD 053683 snd was maintained until 2 April. While A/B-S F
Cav and 3/2-2 ARVN maintained the screen B/3-5 Qav was held as a ready reaction
force at 2y (YD 116701) and was prepared to reinforce any of the Brigade or ARVN
units involved in the operation.

_(d Taial reswlts of opsrations on 30-31 March were twenty-two (D)
M4 KIA, ecight (8) sKh7ts, four(lh) CRCs, one (1) pistol, five (5) IM3s, one (I)
12.7mm HMG mounted on an AA mount and five (5) RPG-2s egptured.

(¢) See inclosure 2G for a sketch of operations on 30 end 31 March.

c. Phase III: Duri,ng Phase III the 1st Bn, 1lth Inf conducted scarch gnd
clear operations back over the battle area moving eastesonthagat looking for by-
passed enemy positions and personnel. 1-2 ARVN continued its search along the
southern boundary of the DMZ and then joined TF 1-11 Inf and searched the north-
ermn half of the baftle area. Sec inclosure 2H for an overlay of Phase TII:
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a) On_1 Apr the 18t 11th Inf be a detail f
battle area moving Lfom pébj 5 to 0%35 Aand g, I‘%a%ontactawa?sdmsa?igrg?itﬁ tﬁl;e
enemy, but numerous enemy bunkers, and fighting positions were discovered.
During the afternoon I/3=2 Mar was returned to the control of its parent battalion
and departed the battle area. While moving to Jcin its perent battalion I/3-9
Mar discovered three (3) additional NVA bodies at YD 047623. The enemy had been
killed by napslm. The 1st Bn, 11th Inf spent the night with ACo at YD 070636,
B Co at YD 072627, CCo at YD 070636, and D Co at YD 072627..

1-2 4RWN spent the morning with 2d and 4th Co'8 searching the
area vic Obj 1 while 18t and 3d Co's moved southwest along the DMZ seeking to
regain contact with the enemy. After reaching objectives vic YD 998640, &nd
YD 0016583 the 1st and 3d Co's returned to Obj 1 and the battalion began $t8 search
to the east southeast. By nightfall 1-2 ARVN had crossed phase line Blue and
occupied defensive positions vic ID 061643 and YD 067654,

(c) TF 3«5 Cav continued to screen the northern flank of 1-2 ABWN
with 4/3«8 Cav and 3/2-2 ARVN while B/3-5 Cav remained at A4 (YD 116701) as a
ready reaction force.

(2) 2 Apr: On 2 Apr the lst Bn, 11th Inf and the 1st Bn, 2d ARVN cont
to sweep east southeast in zones. By late afternoon all units had cleared the
battle area. 1-2 ARVN departed the area at 1630 hrs and moved to Dong Ha while
TF 3-5 Cav remained at &4 and G2 and the 18t Bn, 11th Inf spent the night with A
and C Co's at YD 097638 and B and DCo's at YD 089620s Earlier in the day, while
moving from its night position,an clement of D/1-11 Inf detonated two (2) Chicom
claymeres resulting in one (1) friendly KIA and six (6) friendly WIA. On 3 Apr
the 1gt Bn, 11th Inf was airlifted to LZ Sharon to prepare for operations in that
areas There were no enemy contacts on 2 Apr and except for 18% and 3d Go's, 1s%
Bn, 2d ARWN finding 10C 82mm mortar rounds and 60 Chicom grenades at YD 0736h5
there were no significant finds during the day.

(d) Daring Operation Mentena Meuler the 1st Inf Bde, Sth Inf Div(M)
ved been in contact with at least two battalions of the 27th NVA Regt. Documents
seginred during Operation Montana Mauler ‘3dentified the 3d and 4th Co'sy, 1st Bn
and 2d and 3d Co's 3d Ba 27th Regte The losses suffered by the 27th Regt have
greatly reduced the combat effectiveness of the Regh and indications are that the
Regt has returned to North Vietname Sfnce the .completion of Operation antana Maler
gnemy inétiated incidents in the Cam Lo area and along Hwy 9 have significantly

ecreased.

12 (C) RESULIS:

&e Friendly Casualties:

ARMY UsMe ARV  CUMULATIVE
KIA 2 (1KCS) 1 0 22
WA 50 11 10 171
Dow 2 0 0 2
MIA 0 0 0 0
CAPTURED 0 0 0 0
NH DEATH 0 e 0 0
NH INJURY 0 0 0 0

b. Themy Cesdeltiess
(1) Comletives EIA+ 27h, ¥We O, CLVDEF ©, ¢ (LilHs O, TWO: 37,

(2). -Inflicted by US Forcess KI&s 2i6, PW: 0, CIVDEF ¢, HO CHANH 0,
IWCs v, CSWOs -,

(3) TInfliotod by ARWN KIA 28, PW: O, CIVOEFs O, HOI CHNH O, IWC:
1h, CSWCs 11. ’ ’

Ce. No significant items of US origin were captured by friendly forcese

d.  emy matetial lossess
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TPEM AMOUNT ITEM . AMOUNT
B<10 Rkt rds 222 A7 o2
§2m Mtr rds 173 E-50 1
Chicom grenades 263 SKS 1
=47 rds 5100 CKC i
AK-UT7 magazines 20 Pistol 45 Cal 1
60mm Mtr rds 19 MG 7
120n M rds 1 RPG 2 6
R eel rds 300 G 7 2
7462 rds 130 MG (12.7mm) 2
Shotgun shells 2 boxes

fmmo pouches 8

RPD émmo Druxs 2

AT mines 10

Protective mask| 4

Entrenching to i2

Shovels 22

Picks e

Machete 1

Packs 6

Pith helemets 11

Tennis shoes 2 pi

Canteen

Salt 3 1ba

Cans of Pork 210 ¢ana

Chinese Medidine 1 ase

Rice 2225 1bs

13. -(C) ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:
a. (U)Llogisticst

(1) Aerial Resupply: Duringthis period helicopter resupply was hampered
by adverse westher conditions developtng in midworming and midefternoon bours.
Bven though adverse westher condition prevailed.the operation received a daily
sverage of 12.7 short tons resupplied y air for a total of 101.8 short tone.
Aerial resupply was eccomplished by tte use of USMO GE-4® end CH-53 helicopters.

(2) Awanition: Unit mainteired two bssic loads. Basic 1twms used
ranged from small arms to $Omm tenk smunitions The primary means o reuppiy &
large caliber ammunition was by vehiclds Air resupply was used ons¥ in TRy
situations.

(3) Maintenences

(a) " The twelve (12) deys dwing which elements of the 3rd Squadron,
Sth Cavalry end lst Bettalion, 1lth Infantry conducted L¥isaxy MORTANA navaon
uncovered no problems which were new to meintenence operations.

(b%) Other than mine damage sustained by one (1) MO0 recovery Vam.ciey
two (2) ML13AL Personnel Carriers, and three (3) MiBA3 tanks, there were engine

and final drive failures mmnpz track leying vehicles thet could have been expected
considering, the terrain end heat. Three (3) Mi8A3 engines two (2) MLL3Ay engines,
and cne (1) MS$ engine incurred failure during the nine (9) days. Only one of the
above could have been considered other than feilure due to n genal weer fagtors. One
ML8A3 engine enpesred to have failed ¢  to lack of surricl 2 The ar
clesners were found to be excessivisly clogged with quss, preveuwuyg i intke euw
causing an excessively hot engine. All final drive feilures Wers on nuuay ueisos
Four () failures occurred which are guaspected to have been caused by the constant
gear rhaneer. numerous neatral steer requirements, enc resusveavs of dense under-
growth. *he terrain was largely rolling, slternating to steep end hilly. Very lit-
tle easily traversable terrain was encountered. Added to the terramn icirsmusw
the extreme heat tended to cause sagemblics to run much NOTUET thap swsmsie Wi
obviously could bu emngidered ¢ additionsl fector which Ted to the aboVe LowitaSc-
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Cortainly tho colilnation of lerb end tesrali. sazsed failures that would
srebably not Lave oce wred ander only one of these conditionse

{(¢) The lst Battalion, 1llth Infantry encountered no maintenance

[ problems thet could be considered abnormels The mekovup of the unib, limited

prino maintenance attontion to weapons. In. this regpect, no llmiting problems
persisted,

(¢) Llthough not a maintenance problem as such, it might be noted
that the terrain also cavsed some degree of difficulty in rogard to recovery
operationss The one (1) I8 engine failure can probably be attributed to
extreme stress placed on the recovery vehicle whilc retrieving a tanke That
failure caused an cperational problem in that combat elements had to be. positioned
at the point of failure until another 88 and tank which it had been towing
was evacuated which required a double haul, This one failure caused forward
eleomonts of 3/5 Cov to be without rocovery capability for the better part of
one day in addition to tying up those e¢lements required for security at the
recovery sites

be (0) Administration:

(1) (U) Ceneral: Idminigtrative plans and actions in support of tho
oporation were fully complementary and set no obstacles to the accomplishment
of the Brigedets tactical migsione

@ (C) inintenanse of strength: The lst Battalion, 1lth Infantry
incurred an umsually large nurber of casualties between 26 iarch and 29 March
1989, Of particular imortance was the loss of company commaderse D Co lost
two company comaancers and for a critical foer (}4) hour period on the afternoon
of 27 March the company was commanded by the artillery forward cbsexrver,lIT Smithe
C Co also lost its company comander on the 27th of March. As a result of the

irnificar shortares in a brief period of time, an emcrgemoy fill request was

sclophoned to USARV on 28 March 1969. This emorgency request was honored and
ey 4 (Regl), 75%h Suppart Battalian, received fifty-six (56) renlacements,
SR, 0N 29 iinveh 1959, £ 13PId neaeaaaine and raifing geaewnar was inditintadl

Officer casualties were replaced by using in-house resources. As a result of

the long hours, quick reactions and effective program acceleration of the elements

viithin the Brifede, a major portion of the casualties of the l&b Bn, 11th Inf

wore replaced in less than four (L) days.

3) (U) lediecal: HMedical plans were adequate and provided full capa-
bility to handle the casualties which oceurreds

(a) Battle cosueltics were generally given preliminary treatment
by corpsmen in the field and arranpements made for helicopter evacuation.

1. iedical evacuation coverage was available to all field units
through both tactical aircraft in the AO and 237th Yed Bvac (fub) located at
B Company, 75th Support Battalion.

2. Evacuated casualties were treated either at battalion aid
stations, D Coupany, 75th Support Battalion, 3rd larine Hospital at Quang Tri,
or the USS Repose dopending upon the severity of the injury.

() During Operation Hontana Mamlor, lst Brigade, Sth Infantry
Division (Mech) had a total of 117 casualiios dne to hostile action. Additionally,
61 Prigade me:lors wore troated for hoat Ofitthye tobal 176 casnaltics,
77 were treated and returned to uty pivh o rotum to éuby roic of L3%.

(2) Casualties incurred by forwani medical personnol on 27 larch
1969 were irswediately replaced by members of other medical elemerts of the
Bl‘iﬁ;ade.

(d) Overall review of this operntion showed the medicsl support
was adequate ad funtioned well, accordin to acceptable fr%, standards, during
the perjods of high stress.
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(e) On the spot changes wore mede in the medical program when it
wa felt to be of benefit to the patient or orgmization, One example is the
distribution of water containers from medevac helicopters when the aircraft
were evacusting heat casualtics,

ce (U) Coarrnmications:

(1) Signal support provided Operation iontana nedlor encompassed miltis
channel radio relay, radio teletype camamications, and messenger sevice between
brigade anc battalion base camps and was provided by the 298th Signal Compeny
in continuation of its normal mission. Internal comaend and control commnications
for maneuver battalions s accomplished with organic battalion FY radio sots,

(2) sigpal support provided by the 298th Signal Campany effectively
provided the means for the Brigade Commander to control the Brigade. Battalion
radio nct operatvion, in some cases, revealed a weaknoss in net discipline and

roper use of csbablished radio nets durdng periods of Intensified onemy contacts
n one case artillery was being adjusted, a FL0 wams controlling an aivstrike, a
medevac and a resupply mission were being run simmltaneously on tho ocommand not.
Dattalion admin/log nets, Brigade air re eit Eets, and artillery fire direction
rata. mva NOU hain~ used for their established wyrnogas. IntrgXuctlon of 10e.
artillergl, T£C air control traffic, etc, on the battalion cameand net will effec-
tively destroy the comasonderts means of controlling his maneuver elomentss Oper-
ationn Montana I»h'glor fieénonstratcd that battalion .t‘orgnﬁd CPts and maneuver clow
nnda dom 10 and including agmeny Size units should be paapired tO carry secure
voice equipicnbe IFrequont roquirvements to transmit classified intelligence/
comiand inforiatdc male it imperative that the available cipher equipment (XKY-8,

{7=-38) be used.
e (C) COML LIDELYS ANALYSIS:

o SRR e 57 sl 5 recomuaee v fores, opgtgtion. I
ouspected to be located., Being small encugh to invite waattack by an enemy
:  iment, yet strong enough to ho able to defend itself until reinforcements could
arrive, the cavalry was able to draw the epemy imbo a fight. Once contact was
{eined the cava ry was able to develop the situation so that additimal forces
could be intelligently committed to the battle in an attempt to close with and
destroy the epsmy.

b. On 24 March the situation had been developed to the point that it was
necessary to comit as many forces as possible, as rapidly as they could be come
uitteds in order to gain a decisive victory. In hopes of cutting off the enemg
routes of cscape, the Drigade requested that the USHC Special Landing Force (SLF)
be cusmitied. The request was denied so that when the fst Bn, llth Infantry
landed and began its attack there were no forces available to cut the enemy!s
routes of reinforcment end withdrasml to the north and weste The lst Bn, 1lth if
was able to prowvent escape to the south and east and eventually the 1lst bBn, 2d
ARVN Rest sms able to prevent the cnemy?’s escape to the north and northeact, but
the routes to the west and northwest were never really closed. Had the (SLF) been
committed it may have been possible to prevent the escape of large portions of
the 27th FUIA RGCto

o. When the l1st Bn, 2d ARV Dert wss comdited a TAC CP was established by
the Drirade at 02 (TDL35645). The 2d LRVN Regh also cstablished a TG G at G2
and and the two CP's were colloczted The eztabiishment of 2 TiZ CP by the Drigade

and thee2nd [RVH Dozt at the pame loeftilt »er <o faz  timely coordinaticre
Decause of the joint CP arrangewmcuis the Brizod  cw where the LEVi companies
were at all times and | V¢ lnew where the el @ af the ¥l mor locateds, In

addition, both the acheme of maneuver and the fire support for the Brigade 14
ARVN were easily uade to be complementearys
d. The 1,01 of Organic  mnahine in the npignge created problems during the
operation.
(1) On 31 Harch, as 1-2 RVN closed oato objective i, strong eneiy
rosistance was @ot, The ARVH hod puships aveilsble so thab they did nob have
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to withdraw from contaot to obtain sufficient room to employ artillery or fixed

wing support. Instead the ARVN were able to use gunships while remainin vex:v
close to the enemy positions. In this action the Avi killed fifteen (15)

without any friendly KIA's  Onmany occasions during the operatien the at Bn
11th Int found themselves in a position where additional fire support was needed
to take an objectives Gunships were not avallable, so the company involved had
to back up and euploy TAC air or artillery. The battalion suffered casunlties
in returning to the objective.. Had gunships been sveilable they probably could
have been cmployed mish more rapidly and effectively than PLC air, and lives mygy
have been saved.

(2) On 27 March, after an air assault onto Hill 208, 0/1-11 Inf was
attacked by the enemys Iate in the afternoon ¢ Company was running low on water
and anzamitions The only aircraft available to resupply the compnany wore the
Brigadeta UH=-1H helicopters which, except for the doorpuns, orc unarmed. One
relatively unarmod helicopter had to roeupply the company without any gunships

to fly escort and provide suppressive fives.
15{ BECMMENDATIONS: It is recoimended that

¢ Joint CP's be established when US and ARVN forces are eetdng in coordin-
ation and cooperation with eath other. The joint CP allows for instant coordine
ation of mutual problams and insures a greater undty of effort by the two forcess
In practice it has been found that the joint CP has the effect of producing unity
of conmand.

be The lst Bde, 5th Inf Div (M) be authorized four (4) gunships,
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